

HAVANA (R) -r Syria, Tran, Libya and Tunisia agreed with Cuba oo the 
•pf^.m-momipate po&dei to counter U.S. dominance in die world a 
senior. Cuben offidai was quoted as saying on Monday. Vice-President 
Jose Ramon Fernan d es Just back from a two-week tour of 
commies, 'told the Cuban news agency Prensa Latina that their govem- 
mfyM* greatly admired Cuban President Fide) Castro Cuba’s current 

stance 'te wodd politics. Mr. Fteraandez’s principal mission had been to 
defiver mess a ge s from Mr. Castro to the presidents of Syria, Iran, Libya 
-and Tunisia and to the leader of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
Yasser Arafat, Prensa Latina said. The report did not spell out the content 
of the messages but said that during Mr. Fernandez’s meetings with the 
tesdeif “the opinioa that prevailed was that it was vital today for the Third 
World to coordinate positions to face the current situation, which only 
fa vo urs the i n t er ests of a single s u p e rpo w er.” 
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Tajikistan, Kyrgyzystan join Islamic trade pact 

NICOSIA (AP) —The Economic Cooperation Council, a grouping trying 
to mold an Islamic market, admitted the former Soviet republics of 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzystan to the alliance before ending a two-day 
meeting in Tehran Monday. The Islamic Republic news agency said a 
statement winding up the talks welcomed the expansion of the alliance to 
eight members. Iran, Pakistan and Turkey founded ECO in 19S5. Earlier 
this month, they admitted Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan into 
the league. Kazakhstan, which attended the meeting as 3n observer, 
remained the only one of the six Muslim republics of the former Soviet 
Union without formal membership in ECO. It was not dear why, but 
observers noted that Kazakhstan's population of 16.4 million is only half 
Muslim. The statement carried by IRNA, monitored in Nicosia, said ECO 
hoped “member countries can take substantial steps to strengthen the 
organisation." However, it gave no indication as to what progress, if any, 
was made toward the creation of a common market which the founding 
ECO members aspire for. 
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King cables Jawara 

AMMAN (Fora) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday sent a 
gg&Ifi to Gambian President Daw- 
da Jawara to congratulate him in 
bis name and on behalf of the 
Jordanian people and govern- 
ment on his country’s national 
day. King Hussein wished Mr. 
Jawara good health and the Gam- 
bian people further progress and 
prosperity. 

Ordonez criticises 
EC roie fin Mideast 


MADRID (R) — Spanish Fore- 
ign Minster Francisco Fernandez 
Ordonez said on Monday the 
European Community (EC) was 
not playing a strong enough role 
in efforts to end the Middle East 
conflict. “The EC should rethink 
!j what it could do. It is Israel’s 
, biggest customer, it is a group of 
‘ countries which has notable influ- 
ence in the region but which 
nevertheless is not playing the 
role it should play in this crisis,” 
he told reporters. 

Bhutto lands denied 
irrigation 

' ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani 
. r provincial authorities have turned 
off irrigation water to die family 
lands of opposition leader Be- 
nazir Bhutto to try to in timidat e 
.her, opposition deputies told par- 
liament on Monday. Ten deputies 
made the complaint in the 
National Assembly (lower 
house), saying tire authorities had 
stopped water to the far mlan d of 
Ms. Bhutto and her mother Nus~ 
rat in their home province of Sind 
since last December. “The Sind 
government has started to 
threaten and intimi date the lead- 
er of the opposition by this way,” 
deputy Iftikhar Hussain Giflam 
said. 

Klimova, 

Ponomarenko earn 
Olympic gold 

' ALBERTVILLE (R) — Rus- 
sians Marina Klimova and Sergei 
Ponomarenko earned the ecstasy 
of Olympic glory and foiled the 
French Duchesnays by capturing 
the ice dancing gold medal Mon- 
day. Four years after winning 
silver ax the 1988 games, Klimova 
and her husband took that giant 
step to the summit of the podium 
to leave the hugely popular 
French sister -and brother dis- 
appointed in second place. A 
second Moscow couple, Maia 
Usova and Alexander Zhulin, 
took the bronze medal. 

Non-aligned summit 
- set for Sept 3-6 

JAKARTA (R) — The 101- 
member Non-Aligned Movement 
wOl hold its summit in Jakarta 
from Sept. 3-6, diplomatic 
soorces said on Monday. They 
said a foreign ministers’ meeting 
would be held in the first week of 
May in Jakarta formally to 
f announce the dates for the sum- 
mit and to work out its broad 
agenda. Indonesia was selected 
last year to host the summit but is 
already preparing to help run the 
movement. 

No public hearing for 
Lockerbie suspects 

TRIPOLI (R) — Two Libyans 
accused in the West of blowing up 
® American airliner will be ques- 
honedby a magistrate in private 
“Tjto* at a public hearing — on 
T”shy, legal sources said. But 
shown to reporters to 
P™** they are neither missing 
^ head, the sources said. 


Twklsh police 


ratals 

ANKARA (R) — Police have 
' 18 Kurdish separatists sus- 

pKterf of kidnapping 10 German 
toorists last August, a senior 
security official said on Monday. 
The suspe ct s, captured in Ank- 
ara, were members of the rebel 
Kurd xsfa Workers Party (PKK), 
and had been involved in six 
ocher armed attacks in southeast 
Turkey, said the official, who 
asked not to be named. He said 
the rebels, two of than w om en , 
confessed they had planned to 
attack police stations in Ankara, 
extort money -from businessmen 
and kill an nxmamed former 
minister. 



The wreckage of the our which was carrying Sheikh Abbas Mnsawi after it was hit by Israeli helicopters 
on Sunday 

Hizbollah vows revenge; 
West urges restraint 

Lebanese , Israelis duel 


Combined agency dispatches 

KATYUSHA rockets fired from 
Lebanon slammed into northern 
Israel but no one was hurt, Israeli 
security sources said early on 
Monday. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for die attack 
which followed Israel’s assassina- 
tion of the chief of Lebanon’s 
Hizbollab (party of God) in a 
helicopter ambush in southern 
Lebanon on Sunday. 

The pro- Iranian Hizbollah had 
vowed to avenge the killing of 
Sheikh Abbas Musawi, fads wife 
and six-year-old son. Western di- 
plomats said the killings would 
probably trigger an escalation of 
Hizbollab attacks on Israeli 
targets. 

The United States was worried 
about tbe effect on Middle East 
peace talks of a bloody weekend 
thaL began with an Arab attack 
on an Israeli army camp. Talks 
are due to resume in Washington 
on Feb. 24. 

In Beirut, a new underground 
Muslim fundamentalist group cal- 
led on Monday for the killing of 


an Israeli prisoner in revenge for blood of Sheikh Abbas Mnsawi, 
Israel’s assassination of Sheikh we demand the captors of the 
Musawi. 

“In vengeance for tbe blessed (Continued on page 5) 


Abu Jaber: Israel aims at 
aborting peace process 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minuter Kamel Abu Jaber said Monday Israeli 
raids on sooth Lebanon show once more the real intentions of Israel, 
particularly its desire to abort the Middle East peace process and to create 
conditions that might obstruct its development and success. Dr. Abu Jaber 
said in a statement to the Jordan News Agency, Petra, Israel aims through 
these raids to bring to failure the next round of talks due to start in 
Washington Feb. 24. This requires tbe co-sponsore of the Middle East peace 
conference, tire United States and Russia, to exert strenuous efforts to 
confront such Israeli practices which endanger the whole peace process, the 
foreign minist er said. He added that tire positive Arab stand on the process is 
confronted with continued Israeli extremism and belligerence. This requires 
that tbe international community shoulder its responsibility in confronting 
such behaviours, be said. The Upper House of Parliament Monday issued a 
statement condemning Israeli raids on south Lebanon and Palestinian camps. 
Tbe statement said these raids affirm Israel’s insistence -on its aggressive 
policy towards the Arab Nation, and proves that it is exploiting the peace 
process to gain time and build more settlements on tire land of Palestine. “The 
Upper House condemns this savage aggression and calls on the government to 
contact its envoys to tire Arab League, tire Organisation of Islamic 
Conference and tire United Nations to coordinate and unify stands with 
member states of these bodies to condemn this aggression and support the 
stand of tire Lebanese government which called for convening the Security 
Council," the statement said. 


Black Panthers claim responsibility 
for attack on Israeli camp, vow to 
avenge assassination of Musawi 


JENIN,. West Bank (Agencies) 
— Masked FLO activists who say 
they stabbed to death three sol- 
diers in Israel vowed on Monday 
to kill more to avenge the assas- 
sination of a Lebanese Shiite 
leader by Israel. 

Youths from the Black Panth- 
ers, an underground group affili- 
ated with the mainstream Fateh 
faction 0 f the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), toured 
the West Bank town of Jenin, 
claiming responsibility for the 
weekend raid on a lightly guarded 
training camp in northern Israel. 

They told residents they would 
carry out similar attacks in re- 
venge for the killing of Abbas 
Musawi, head of the Lebanese 
Shiite group Hizbollab, who died 
in south Lebanon in an Israeli 
helicopter rocket on Sunday. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens has blamed Fateh 
for the soldiers* deaths. But 
Israeli officials said Sheikh Musa- 
~i’s killing was not in revenge. 

Troops and helicopters scoured 
the Jenin area, die Blade Panther 
stronghold, for the third consecu- 
tive day on Monday hunting three 
attackers who hacked the soldiers 
to death at the camp 15 
kilometres east of Jenin on Satur- 
day. 

Residents of Jenin, which has a 
population of 35,000, welcomed 
die attack on tbe camp and said it 
was a bold stroke for the Black 
Panthers. 

“People are very happy (about 
the attack) because they are mis-, 
traled ” a Jenin resident said. 
“Tbev are frustrated the peace 
process is not going well. People 


feel they will remain under 
occupation for a long, long tune 
and that the Americans are not 
pressing the Israelis for conces- 
sions, only the Palestinians,” he 
said. 

“People think the more actions 
tike tins, the more pressure on 
the United States,” another Jenin 
resident said. 

Fateh, which backs current 
Middle East peace talks and en- 
joys wide support in the Jenin 
area, has issued a directive telling 
its supporters not to carry out 
armed attacks. 

George- Habash’s Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine, which opposes the peace 
talks, has claimed responsibility 
for most of a series of ambushes 
on Israelis in the occupied West 
Rank and Gaza Strip since late 
October. 

The Black Panthers, beaded by 
Ahmad Awad Kmiel, 27, was 
formed in Nablus three years ago. 
Its centre moved to Jenin a year 
later after Israeli security forces 
virtually wiped out its Nablus 
leadership in a series of 
ambushes. 

Its rank and file have an aver- 
age age of .17. Youths covet 
acceptance in tbe group, but few 
make the ait. 

The brad army said 20 Palesti- 
nians were arrested during the 
Jenin area sweep on Monday. The 
180,000 Arabs living in the region 
were barred from travelling to 
Israel as well as to other parts of 
die West Bank. 

Israeli troops imposed a curfew 
on villages surrounding Jenin im- 
mediately after the attack and 


held up all males aged between 15 
to 50 in village centres for eight 
hours on Saturday as they win- 
nowed out suspects. 

Most of those detainees were 
later released and the curfews 
lifted but soldiers remained post- 
ed at tbe village entrances on 
Monday. Arabeh village re- 
mained under curfew. 

Monday's leaflet said the 
attack on the army base was 
carried out in revenge for the 
death of Mahdi Abdul A1 Has- 
san, an activist fatally shot by 
soldiers late last year. 

Tbe attackers, aged 17, 23 and 
32, planned tbe. attack for two 
months, the leaflet said, without 
farther identifying them. 

They were accompanied by two 
other activists who waited on a 
hill outside tbe tent camp bat 
never participated in tbe attack, 
the one-page leaflet added. 

While the killings were carried 
out with knives, axes and a pitch- 
fork, the leaflet said the attackers 
also had a pistol and an Uzi 
submachine gun. 

Those who waited outside each 
carried a Soviet-made Kalash- 
nikov rifle and four hand gre- 
nades, the leaflet added. 

The youths “entered one of the 
tents in the camp and took three 
M-16s (rifles) and a Galfl (rifle) 
while the soldiers were sleeping,” 
and then killed three soldiers 
using their axes, knives and the 
pitchfork, the leaflet said. 

They promptly fled “with the 
guns they took from the camp 
and blood stains on their clo- 
thing, never needing to fire a 
single bullet,” it added. 


Prime minister details 7-point 
plan to combat unemployment 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er Monday announced a seven- 
point plan designed to deal 
with the question of unemploy- 
ment in the Kingdom and in- 
structed government depart- 
ments and ministries to abide 
by the plan and to put it into 
force within a fixed timetable. 

Numerous attempts have 
been made so for to deal with 
the problem of unemployment 
at the level of tbe government 
and non-governmental social 
and economic institutions, but 
ail attempts were not success- 
ful in the absence of drastic 
measures on the part of the 
government based on sound 
and practical basis to ensure 
economic development that 
would help stem unemploy- 
ment, tbe prime minister said 
in a circular distributed to va- 
rious ministries and public 
organisations. 

-One should not be satisfied 
with the mere analysis of the 
phenomena of unemployment 
to identify its type — structural 
or behavioural — the prime 
minister's circular read, but it 
is incumbent on the country to 
deal with the reasons behind 
unemployment in general, 
prior to taking specific steps to 
eliminate its causes especially 
in the economic, social and 
educational fields. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts of the prime minister’s 
circular: 

_ Unemployment is a serious 
problem for Jordan as well as 
other countries of the world. 
The government is keen on 


dealing with this issue, em- 
ploying all available means, in 
a drive to find work for unem- 
ployed Jordanians. 

It is therefore natural to 
concentrate on building a firm 
and sound basis for economic 
development, giving serious 
consideration to a series of 
immediate and speedy mea- 
sures to contain the problem. 

In dealing with this issue, the 
first step should be to provide 
an accurate definition of the 
job description of the compe- 
tent government department 
responsible for employment, 
and for legislations related to 
it. This department requires a 
great deal of future planning 
and creative and continued 
efforts to deal with this chronic 
issue. 

I believe that there has to be 
a re-organisation of the Minis- 
try of Labour in terms of its 
responsibilities, its supervisory 
role over employment and plan 
regarding the country’s work- 
force. 

I look forward to a new, 
active and organised system for 
the Ministry of Labour in a 
space of one month. The new 
system should be able to cater 
to new developments, provid- 
ing independent and efficient 
administrative practices within 
the ministry’s framework. 

'I wish to see a completely 
modernised data system em- 
ployed by the Ministry of 
Labour within a fixed time- 
table. To achieve that objec- 
tive the ministry should benefit 
from data systems available to 
other government dep&rt- 



Sharff Zeid Ben Shaker 

ments. 

This system should be able 
to prepare statistical informa- 
tion about unemployment and 
to classify and assess all in- 
formation related to it within 
three months. 

The second step is related to 
the organisation of the local 
labour market. This requires 
effective measures dealing with 
administrative and legal affairs 
related to non-Jordanian work- 
ers employed in the Kingdom. 
The country should have a full 
statement about the volume of 
non-Jordanian workforce in 
Jordan with a view to paving 
the ground for Jordanians to 
have priority in filling the 
vacant jobs. 

I wish to see a reorganised 
local labour market taking 
place gradually and within a 
clear and well-prepared and 
applicable plan in a manner 


that would not adversely affect 
the country's economic per- 
formance, especially in indus- 
try and agriculture. 

The third step concerns the 
role of the Development and 
Employment Fund iDEF), 
which should be promoted to 
deal with unemployment in a 
very practical and flexible 
manner. The DEF should have 
the leading role in dealing with 
this chronic problem and. 
therefore, its board should 
embark on specific measures 
beyond its traditional 
framework. 

The DEF is not a regular 
banking institution but it is 
rather an institution to prom- 
ote socio-economic develop- 
ment in Jordan. 

I believe that the DEF 
should clarify its objectives be- 
fore the public through the 
media and should simplify its 
procedures to make its services 
available to all those who de- 
serve assistance, especially in 
the rural regions where 
income-generating projects 
should be started. The DEF 
should also direct its attention 
to the rehabilitation and train- 
ing of new graduates and 
should hold consultations with 
various sectors about smalt but 
productive schemes in coop- 
eration with the Vocational 
Training Corporation (VTC) 
and other concerned agencies. 

The DEF should operate 
with the help of an efficient 
staff, to increase the fund’s 


(Continued on page 5) 


Palestinian team due Wednesday 


Pope, 

Reagan 
formed 
‘holy alliance* 

NEW YORK (R) — U.S. Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan and Pope 
John Paul U put together a secret 
plot in 1982 to keep Poland's 
outlawed Solidarity union alive 
and destabilise Soviet control of 
Eastern Europe, Time magazine 
reported. 

In an issue published Monday, 
Time said the “holy alliance” was 
agreed during a meeting at the 
Vatican on June 7, 1982, between 
Reagan and the Pope. 

Tbe alliance was part of a 
larger strategy aimed at bringing 
about the collapse of the Soviet 
economy, lessening tbe ties that 
bound the former Soviet Union 
to its client states in the Warsaw 
Pact and forcing reform inside the 
Soviet empire. Time said. 

Time said in a statement on 
Sunday that reporter Carl Bren- 
stein spent several months inter- 
viewing more than 75 officials of 
the Reagan administration and 
the Vatican. 

Solidarity, headed by Lech 
Walesa, now Poland's president, 
was outlawed with the declara- 
tion of martial law in Poland in 
1981. 

Mr. Reagan confirmed the 
alliance and tokl Time he and the 
Pope “both felt that a great mis- 
take bad been made (in the divi- 
sion of Enrope) at Yalta (A world 
War n summit) and something 
should be done. 

“Solidarity was the very 
weapon for bringing this about, 
because it was an organisation of 
the labourers of Poland.” 

The article said until Solidar- 
ity’s legal status was restored in 
1989, it flourished underground, 
supplied, nurtured and advised 
largely by the network estab- 
lished under the auspices of Mr. 
Reagan and the Pope. 

A U.S. official familiar with 
the details of the plot (old Time 
the alliance “didn’t cause the fell 
of communism.” 

Neither Mr. Reagan or the 
Pope could anticipate the acces- 
sion of a Soviet leader like 
Mikhail Gorbachev, whose re- 
forms unleashed powerful forces 
that spun out of his control and 
led to the breakup of the Soviet 
Union. 

But, the U.S. official said “like 
all great leaders, the Pope and 
the president exploited the forces 
of histoiy to their own ends.” 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Palestinian de- 
legation to the Middle East peace 
negotiations is to leave for Am- 
man on Wednesday for prepara- 
tory talks with the Jordanian 
team, Palestinians said Monday. 

Saeb Erekat, a member of the 
delegation, said the delegates 
would cross the King Hussein 
Bridge between Jordan and tbe 
Israeli-occupied West Bank if it is 
reopened. 

The bridges over the Jordan 
River have been closed for tbe 
past week because of flooding 
following heavy rains and snow m 
the region. 

Mr. Erekat said the Palestinian, 
delegation would bold several 
meetings with Jordanian officials 
and with liter Turkmen, director- 
general of the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency, before leaving 
for Washington on Saturday. 
UNRWA supervises aid to 
Palestinian refugees. 

The third round of U.S.- 
backed talks is to begin in 
Washington next Monday. 

Mr. Erekat said the delegation 
would bring up the issue of Jew- 
ish settlements in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Israel 
has launched a massive program- 
me to build thousands of new 


ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — The 
military-backed government has 
opened five detention centres in 
the Sahara desert to hold Muslim 
fundamentalists during the state- 
of-emergency crackdown, a hu- 
man rights activist was quoted as 
saying Monday. 

Rezzag Bara, secretary-general 
of the Algerian League of Human 
Rights, told the daily Ai Watan 
his independent organisation had 
been flooded with inquiries about 
people missing and feared de- 
tained. 

The league has submitted a list 
of alleged abuses to Interior 
Minister Larbi Belkheir, claiming 
that some people were detained 
without being given a chance to 
get dressed or collect needed 
mediations. 

Mr. Bara said authorities bad 
set up commissions in the deten- 
tion camps to determine which 
detainees should be released 
promptly. He said some likely 
would be held for the duration of 
the 12-month emergency. 

The government has not re- 


units in the settlements, greatly 
increasing the number of Jewish 
settlers over the next two yean. 

The territories, occupied by 
Israel in the 1967 Middle East 
war, are home to 1.7 million 
Palestinians. About 115,000 Jew- 
ish settlen currently live there. 

“We just cannot move to any 
issue on the agenda before a total 
cessation of settlement activi- 
ties,” Mr. Erekat said. “Either 
settlements will continue, or the 
peace talks will continue." 

The Palestinians have been 
represented by a 14-member 
team, backed by about the same 
□umber of advisers. Sources close 
to the delegation said there may 
be some changes in the team for 
this month's talks, but gave no 
new names. 

Israel wants 
venue changed 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Monday Israel would 
attend Middle East talks in 
Washington next week but would 
insist on holding future negotia- 
tions closer to home. 

“As far as Israel is concerned 
this is the last meeting in 
Washington,” a parliamentary 
official quoted Mr. Levy as telling 


leased comprehensive figures on 
numbers of detentions. Unofficial 
estimates range from several hun- 
dred to several thousand. 

Most of those held are suppor- 
ters of the Islamic Salvation 
Front, which was poised to take 
control of parliament until tbe 
new government cancelled elec- 
tions in mid-January. 

Authorities have arrested most 
of the front's top leaders, banned 
political activity in mosques and 
decreed a state of emergency that 
grants sweeping police powers to 
security forces. 

Dozens of people have been 
killed in the past few weeks in 
dashes between fundamentalists 
and security forces. In the latest 
serious incident, two policemen 
were injured Sunday in the town 
of Baraki when attackers fired 
machine guns at their patrol. 

No major violence was re- 
ported Monday, although die 
state radio said security forces 
fired warning shots to disperse 
about 300 pro-fundamentalist stu- 
dents demonstrating at tbe Uni- 


the foreign affairs and defence 
committee. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker scheduled the resumption 
of peace talks for Feb. 24 so he 
could be in town to put pressure 
on the sides to agree on a future 
venue," Mr. Levy said. 

Israeli offidals said they ex- 
pected the slow-moving talks 
would go ahead as planned in 
Washington next week. 

But Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's government says it 
wants the U.S.-brokered talks, 
launched last October in Madrid, 
moved to Israel and Arab states 
in recognition of the Jewish 
state's right to exist. 

Alternatively it wants the talks 
closer to home, perhaps in 
Europe, saying the proximity 
would ease contacts between the 
Israeli negotiators and their gov- 
ernment. 

Critics accused Mr. Shamir of 
wrangling over procedure to 
avoid negotiations the United 
States says should ultimately re- 
sult in the return of the occupied 
land. 

Mr. Shamir says Israel must 
cling to the land — the Golan 
Heights and the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, borne to 1.75 million 
Palestinians. 


versity of Algiers. 

Ibrahimi In Kuwait 

Meanwhile, Algerian Foreign 
Minister Lakhdar Ib rahim i ar- 
rived in Kuwait on Monday for a 
two-day official visit. 

The Kuwaiti news agency KUNA 
said Mr. Ibrahimi was on a Gulf 
tour to explain the crisis in 
Algeria. 

KUNA quoted Mr. Ibrahimi, 
who arrived from neighbouring 
Saudi Arabia, as saying he hoped 
to meet the emir, Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmed Al Sabah, to "exchange 
views on tssnds of common con- 
cern." 

Algeria has been mentioned as 
a possible mediator with Baghdad 
over Kuwaitis missing since the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation en- 
ded by last year’s Gulf war. 

T he A lgerian minister, who 
met with King Fahd during his 
visit to Saadi Arabia, will travel 
to the United Arab Emirates on 
Wednesday. 


Algeria opens prisons in Sahara, 
foreign minister tours Gulf 
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Saddam’s son emerges from 
shadows as father tightens ring 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Sad- 
dam Hussein’s youngest son, 
.Qusai. is taking an increasingly 
important role in keeping his 
father in power as the Iraqi leader 
' tightens his protective shield, di- 
. plomats and travellers from Iraq 
say. 

Qusai. 26, has never held an 
official position in the Baghdad 
hierarchy or appeared to harbour 
any ambition. He lohg has lived 
in the shadow of his swaggering 
elder brother, Udai. 

Now Qusai heads the special 
security apparatus, command 
centre of Saddam's all-pervasive 
intelligence and internal security 
network, the sources said. 

He also has been given com- 
mand of a 10,000-man military 
force, drawn from the elite Re- 
publican Guard divisions, formed 
recently to protect Saddam, they 
reported. 

“He's not as ruthless as others 
in Saddam’s circle, but he’s reli- 
able and these days that counts 
for a lot with Saddam," said one 
Baghdad-based diplomat during a 
recent visit to Cyprus. 

Like the other diplomats and 
travellers, he spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

By all accounts. Saddam's in- 
ner circle is increasingly wracked 
by internal fending and the 
sources said Qusai has been sent 


in to mediate in at least two 
quarrels between prominent Sun- 
ni Muslim dans. 

The potentially most serious 
rift involves the Al Majids, Sad- 
dam's late father’s dan, and the 
Al Ibrahimis, his stepfather’s 
clan, to which his three half- 
brothers belong. 

These two dans form the bul- 
wark of Saddam's regime and 
while it is difficult to determine 
what threat their feud might pose 
to Saddam, it appears to be se- 
rious. 

Gunfights between the rival 
families have been reported. The 
sources said that in one Baghdad 
shootout, Ali Hassan Al Majid, 
one of Saddam's nephews, was 
killed by another nephew from Al 
Ibrahimis, Namir Idham, a flam- 
boyant captain in the president's 
bodyguard. Saddam reportedly 
ordered Namir to be banged, but 
it is not known if the execution 
was carried out. 

Saddam has in recent months 
been putting close blood relatives 
into key positions, particularly in 
the intelligence and military sec- 
tors. This has raised speculation 
that he's growing suspicious of 
even long-time associates. 

Saddam has long been para- 
noid about his security, and has 


regularly purged his hkrachy and 
the military to prevent power 
blocs from emerging to threaten 
him. 

But recent moves by U.S. Pres- 
ident George Bush aimed at top- 
pling Saddam, intensifying covert 
operations against him and send- 
ing CIA Director Robert Gates 
to coordinate action with 
Washington's Middle East allies 
appear to have heightened Sad- 
dam’s insecurity. 

Saddam has also reinstated 
generals who he had pushed aside 
because be feared they were be- 
coming too popular, and thus a 
potential threat. 

Among them is Maj. Gen. 
Maher Abdul Rashid, a hero of 
the 1980-88 war with Iran, who 
commanded the 3rd and 7th army 
corps in the southern front 
around Basra. 

Qusai married Rashid's daugh- 
ter in 1986, at the height of the 
general’s fame. But they sepa- 
rated in 1988 and Rashid was 
eased out of the army. 

Saddam recalled him in March 
1991 to help crush the post-Gulf 
war rebellions by Kurds and 
Shiite Muslims. 

A few weeks ago, Saddam de- 
corated Rashid with the highest 
order of "the mother of all bat- 
tels" medal. 
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Iraq bans 
sweet-making 
to save sugar 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq out- 
lawed the manufacture of sweets 
on Monday to put the brakes on a 
■runaway rise in the price of sugar 
and cooking oil. 

The ban, imposed by trade 
ministry decree, was the latest 
sign of official concern at the 
effect of an embargo which U-S- 
President George Bush says is 
aimed at toppling Iraqi President 
Saddam Husssem. 

The government supplies one 
third of every family’s food needs 
at subsidised prices but Iraqis 
have to buy the balance on the 
free market, where prices are up 
to 18 times those charges by the 
-government. 

Babel, a newspaper owned by 
President Saddam’s eldest son 
Uday, accused private traders on 
Monday of playing into Bush’s 
hands by cashing in on shortages 
caused by sanctions. 

“Destabilising the market and 
creating a sense of soda] instabil- 
ity is exactly what (our) enemies 
aim at,” it said. 

The decree, issued by Trade 
Minister Mohammad Mehdi 
Saleh, said the ban was designed 
“to stabilise the price of ingre- 
dients used in making” confec- 
tionery. 

One kilogramme of sugar 
fetches nine dinars (S28.8) on the 
free market, compared to a gov- 
ernment price of 500 fib ($1.6), 
unchanged since before the Gulf 
crisis. 

The minister, to stamp out 
inflationary hoarding, also 
ordered confectioners declare the 
amount of flour, sugar, pow- 
dered milk and other ingredients 
stocked in their warehouses. 

“If you do not declare than, 
the ministry will be obliged to 
confiscate die material,” Mehdi 
told the defence ministry daily Al 
Qadissyah. 

At the weekend die Ruling 
Revolution Command Council 
(RCQ decreed fines, confisca- 
tion of goods and imprisonment 
for traders cashing in op shor- 
tages. 

Food and drugs are exempt 
from the U.N. sanctions, im- 
posed in response to the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in Almost 
1990. 

Babel said many of the price 
rises in thd- markets and- shops 
were the reridt of rumours, j 

Ten days ago prices surged ; 
because of rumours that the Un- 
ited States and its Gulf war allies 
were tightening the embargo by 
setting up checkpoints on the 
highway from Jordan to Bagt 
dad, the main route for Iraqi 
imports. 


Eight 
anti-Iraqi 
Arab states 
to meet in 
Riyadh 

CAIRO (R) — Eight Arab states 
which allied against Iraq in the 
Gulf crisis win meet in Riyadh 
next month to review {dans for 
post-Gulf war security and econo- 
mic cooperation, a Gulf official 
said on Monday. 

The secretary-general of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), Abdullah 
Bishara, said the eight foreign 
ministers would meet on March 
11 . 

The ministers from Egypt, 
Syria and the GCC member 
states — Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — last met in Cairo in 
November without final agree- 
ment on cooperation plans. 

Bishara, speaking to reporters 
after a meeting with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, said 
oil-rich GCC members have so 
far pledged $6.5 billion towards a 
proposed Gulf fund to help less 
wealthy Arab states. 

Bishara’s assistant, Abdallah 
Al Quwaiz, said earlier this month 
that ~Sandi Arabia and Kuwait had 
each pledged $2.5 billion and the 
UAE $1.5 billion towards a $10- 
bflhon fund approved by GCC 
leaders last December. 


Somali warlord says 
he will observe ceas< 


NAIROBI (R) — Somali warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed has 
said be mil comply with a United 
Nations-brokered - ceasefire be- 
tween his forces and those of his 
arch-rival to end months of fight- 
ing in the capital Mogadishu. 

In a radio Mogadishu report on 
Sunday, monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
General Aideed said he was 
ready to implement the resolu- 
tions of the United Nations and 
other organisations in full. 

In talk* at the United Nations 
in New York on Friday, repre- 
sentatives of Gen. Aideed and his 
rival Ali Mahdi Mohammad, who 
come from different factions of 


the same dan, pledged an im- 
mediate end to fighting sod 
agreed to ago a formal ceasefire 
by the end of the month. 

Some 5,000 people are be- 
lieved to have been killed and a 
further 12,000 wounded since 
warfare erupted last November 
between the two sides. 

The radio Mogadishu report 
quota! Gen. Aideed as saying be 
was ready to host a peace confer- 
ence in the capital and appealed 

to international organisations for 

more aid. 

Gen. Aideed, military com- 
mander of the now virtually- 
defunct United Somali Congress 


(USC), said he had appealed rase 
times for an unconditional cess* 
fire, but that “every appeal was 
rejected" the report said. 

After USC fighters ended ffie 
21-vear rule of former dfctator 
Mohammad SiadBarre jwtover 
one year ago. All Mahdi — a 
wealthy hotel owner who lad 

bankrolled the guerrilla poop--. 

declared himself intenro presi- 
dent. L t 

Gen. Aideed, who seeks power 

himself, said the action bnfe 
agreements made in exile w ith 
other anti-Siad Bane groups a 
the north and south of the im- 
poverished Horn of Africa coun- 
try- 


Late emperor’s body found 
buried in Mengistu’s office 


ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 
— The re mains of tile late emper- 
or Haile Selassie, who died under 
mysterious drcumstances in 1975, 
have been found buried beneath 
the office of the man who over- 
threw him, according to Ethio- 
pian radio. 

Workmen found Selassie’s re- 
mains under former President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam’s office 
at the Grand Palace — which was 
also the late emperor’s residence 
— on the third day of digging, the 
state-run radio reported Sunday. 

Ethiopia’s interim government 
had approved the exhumation so 
Selassie could be ceremonially 


buried in the presence of his 
family and the Mo’a Anbessa 
society, wfakii seeks a restoration 
of the constitutional monarchy.. 

Selassie died in 1975 at the age 
of 83, a year after being over- 
thrown by Mengistu and a cadre 
of army officers who replaced the 
centuries-old monarchy with a 
Marxist government. 

The official explanation given 
at the time was that Selassie had 
died of illness. Mo’a Anbessa 
claims be was sm oth ere d with a 
pillow while sleeping. 

Mengistu was hims elf toppled 
in a rebel takeover in May 1991. 

The radio report said Selassie’s 


remains were found buried in a 
hole three metre deep in a corner 
of the office. 

It said the body was boned in 
secret on Aug. 27, 1975. Digging 
began after the police were tip- 
ped off by an officer who claims 
he buried the king, a palace 
engineer and the grave-digger. 

“The reason why Mengistu 
chose this site was to see that the 
body did not rise from the dead.” 
the radio added. 

The remains were left in the 
bole and will be exhumed in the 
presence of his family before 
being escorted to church, foe 
broadcast said. 


Algerians seek news of missing children 


ALGIERS (R) — Distraught 
Algerians seeking news of their 
children and other people who 
have disappeared under a state 
of emergency are besieging the 
offices of the main human 
rights organisation, a human 
rights spokesman said on Mon- 
day. 

The state of emergency was 
imposed on Feb. 9 to try to 
end Muslim fundamentalist un- 
rest in which at least 50 people 
were killed and hundreds 
wounded. 

Mohammad Boucfiaf, bead 
of the 'five-man presidency’ 
fold a news conference on Siin-_ 
day the authorities could be 
holding between 5,000 and 
6.000 people in special deten- 
tion camps set up under the 
state of emergency. 

Mohammad Rezzag-Bara, 


secretary general of the Alge- 
rian Human Rights League 
(LADH), said, “in recent 
days, we have been submerged 
both in Algiers and at local 
branches with calls, with re- 
quests, from citizens upset at 
not having news of relatives, 
friends and their children after 
arrest.” 

Most of the detainees are 
su p port er s or suspected sym- 
pathisers of the Salva- 

tion Front (FIS), the fun- 
damentalist movement which 
cazne dose to winning par-. 
Hamentary^poWer last month . 

The authorities cancelled the' 
second round of voting and 
installed Boudiafs high council 
of state. 

Interior Munster Larbi Bel- 
kheir has told the LADH that 
the authorities have set up five 


detention camps in southern 
Algeria, Rezzag-Bara said in 
an interview with the indepen- 
dent newspaper El Watan. 

The authorities have not said 
where the camps are but the 
human rights spokesman said 
they could be in Timimoun, 
Adrar, Reggane and Ouargla. 

The first three towns are in 
the Sahara on the main road to 
neighbouring Mali, between 
860 and 1,130 kflometres sooth 
of Algiers. Ouargla is also in 
the desert, 400 kilometres 
southest of the capital. 

(Belkbeir) announced ' 
to* ns die opening of five cen- 
tres in the south in which peo- 
ple who are subject to adminis- 
trative internment win be put,” 
Rezzag-Bara added. 

Scores of people have been 
reported jailed after the imp- 


rest, and the LADH spokes- 
man said a distinction had to 
be made between these people 
and those detained without any 
judicial control. 

The league had expressed 
anxiety over the way same 
arrests had apparently been 
carried out, be said. It had 
been told that in the eastern 
town of Setif the security 
forces took people away with- 
out giving them time to chess. 

Sick people had not had time 
to take their medicines with 
them, according to repents the 
: league received, he added. . 

"We insisted also on tire fact 
that the state... had a duty to 
tell the public and the parents 
of those detained and arrested, 
to explain the reason for the 
arrests and indicate the places 
of detention," he said. 


New Delhi: A chessboard for replaying ‘the great game 

NF.W DF.T.HT . India /API — nublished in 1901. And It is to the new world order, is the onlv included outline out bis toe 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) — 
New Delhi, subjugated in bygone 
centuries by die kings of Kabul, 
now is a way station for the 
dreams and nightmares of Afgba- 
nistan. 

Aspirations, plots, sometimes 
bodies, torn up in the Indian 
capital, where thousands of 
Afghans have sought refuge from 
the 14-year-old war in their rug- 
ged homeland. 

Most are simply fleeing the 
battle, bat some have their own 
plans for Afghanistan’s future 
and come here to escape the 
murderous vengeance of enemies 
and former allies. 

It is the internal Af ghan ver- 
sion of “the great game,” a con- 
test of intrigue mid espionage 
played out by Britian and Russia 
during their 19th century quest 
for dominance in the vastness of 
central Asia. 

The term is credited to raw of 
tire game’s earliest practitioners, 
Capt. Arthur Conolly, who 
travelled among the Afghan 
tribes until he was c ap tured and 
beheaded in 1842, across the 
Amu Darya River in Bukhara. 

It was in India, however, that 
Rudyard Kipling immortalised 

the game in his novel “Kin," 


published in 1901. And it is to 
fnrfw that many of the Af ghan 
players have oome in the last 
decade of the 20th century. 

Landlocked Afghanistan, a vir- 
tual pariah amo ng - nations, 
increasingly tenuous travel links 
with the outside since the passing 
of the Soviet Union, it erstwhile 
sponsor. 

Indira Gandhi International 
Airport in New Delhi has joined 
tire Khyber Pass as a conduit for 
the men who would be king, or 
president or dictator of Afgha- 
nistan. 

There are royalists longing fox 
the return of deposed monarch 
Zaber Shah, 77, who might be 
called “the king who never was” 
.for his lackluster 40-year reigH, 
and Islamic fundamentalists 
whose vision of the ideal Muslim 
nation would make that of tire 
late Ayatollah Rohollah 
Khomeini seem decadent. 

Increasing, the Afghan exiles 
include die-hard communists de- 
scribed by their opponents as 
thugs and torturers, who are not 
welcome in the new Moscow or in 
other capitals where communism 
has faded. 

India, still trying to fit its tradi- 
tionally non-aligned posture into 


the new world order, is the only 
democracy that has retained full, 
cordial relations with Kabul since 
the communist coup in 1978. 

New Delhi's constantly shifting 
population of Afghans numbers 
at least 9,600, according the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees. It is the last outpost for 
both plotters and victims. 

One was KhahluDah Kohistani, 
who died in January at the All 
India Institute of Medical Scien- 
ces. In the tradition of the great 
game, his case is characterised by 
a bit of mystery and a dearth of 
facts. 

Kohistani had been a deputy 
communications m ini ster in the 
government of President Najibul- 
lah, who now disavows his com- 
munist roots. He was among 
scores of senior members of Na~ 
jibnllah’s Watan (homeland) Par- 
ty imprisoned after choosing the 
wrong side in a failed intraparty 
coup against the president in 
March 1990. 

Afghans both for and against 
Najibnllah say Kohistani was flown 
unconscious to New Delhi on 
Dec. 25. An Afghan known to 
have dose ties to the coup piot- 
ters claimed Kohistani (tied of an 
infection caused by torture that 


included polling out his toenails. 

Hospital officials gave the 
cause of death as Septicemia 
stemming from advanced gan- 
grene in one foot.. A doctor who 
tended Kohistani said an Afghan 
embassy staffer tokl him the gan- 
grene resulted from a botched 
operation on an ingrown toenail. 

The doctor said, on condition 
of anonymity, that the foot was so 
disfigured it was impossible to say 
what had happened. 

Ambassador Ahmad Sarwar of 
Afghanistan, whose wife's sister 
is married to Najibnllafa, said the 
tortoTC' allegation, “as far as I 
know, is absolutely wrong. Is it 
possible that somebody would be 
under torture and would be sent 
abroad?” 

Yes, said the Afghan who 
made the allegation. Hie masted 
that his name not be revealed. ■ 

Because of NajibuHah’s intri- 
cate balancing act between 
powerful friends and foes in 
Kabul, not all his enemies are in 

prison. 

Some have considerable influ- 
ence in his government and party. 
It is they who pressured Najibui- 
lah to send Kohistani to India for 
medical treatment, said the 
Afghan accuser, who lives in New 


Delhi. • 

Other shadowy denizens of De- 
lhi include Assaduilab Sarwari, 
one of Najibullah’s predecessors 
as chief of the Afghan secret 
police. He, like Kohistani, was on 
the wrong side of the coup 
attempt. 

Royalists, Islamic fun- 
damentalists and Najibnllah sup- 
porters are equally vehement in 
denouncing Sarwari as one of die 
most treacherous players of die 
game. 

Sarwari, who was packed off as 
ambassador to outer Mongolia in 
!980 and later to South Yemen, 
to return home, via New 
LteUn, in time for the coup. He 
was deftly neutralised when an 
Afghan embassy staffer showed 
up at the airport and confiscated 
ms passport before he could pass 
mchan immigration and board a 
flight to Kabul. 

A few months later, while the 
Afghan foreign minister was visit- 
mg New Delhi, Indian police 
mjwrted Sarwari and charged hnn 
™ not having a valid travel 
document. 

Both friends and enemies say 
he hves under police guard as a 
man without a country who feces 
mcecution if be returns toKaboL 
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Attempt to ban alcohol in Kingdom 
lacks ‘legal ground , ’ 


By Mariam M. Shah bn 

Jordan Times Staff -Reporter 

AMMAN — An attempt by 
TdaimrtS in the Lower House 
of ParBament to push for a 
revision of the law permitting 
alcohol to be made, sold and 
distributed in Jordan does not 
stand on firm legal ground, 
said a senior legal expert in the 
Lower House Monday. 

A group of 33 Islamists and 
some independents who signed 
a petition asking for what 
amou n t s to a “ban on alcohol” 
in foe Kingdom are scheduled 
bo present a “draft suggestion” 
to alter the existing law to 
Parliament in the regular 
working session next Wednes* 
[day. 

' “The Legal Committee of 
the Lower House will present a 
•suggestion’ of altering the law 
to the Parliament soon," said 


head of the Legal Committee, 
Irtrid deputy Hussein Mjaii. 
‘The Parliament will vote on 
whether the suggestion is 
worthwhile and well-prepared. 
Should they decide dial it is, 
they would need 42 yes votes, 
then it would be submitted to 
the government as a ‘sugges- 
tion*, not a draft law." 

No draft law for the sugges- 
tion, said Mr. Mjaii, who is 
considered the House’s top 
legal expert, has been drawn 
up as of yet. The suggestion 
needs to be well-studied and 
thought out before it can stand 
a chance of being formed into a 
draft law, he said. 

“There are legal problems 
because to change the law you 
have to first draw up a draft, 
law, second an economic, leg- 
al, and religious study has to be 
made about the effects of ban- 
ning alcohol," be explained. 


Mjaii says 

Chances are that such a 
study wiB not turn out to be in 
favour of banning alcohol, says 
Mr. Mjaii. The rights of those 
wishing to drink, whether 
Christian or Muslim must be 
respected by the law said Mr. 
Mjaii, or else “we will cease to 
be a democracy." 

Even in the times of the 
Prophet, said the jurist, Islam 
forbade alcohol but did not 
make it illegal. 

The economic effects must 
speak in favour of banning 
liquor, said Mr. Mjaii. Other- 
wise, there will be economic 
aspects which will make it’s 
legalisation unacceptable. 

Hie government has the op- 
tion to return the suggestion to 
the House on grounds that it is 
not well-thought out and pre- 
sented in terms of the econo- 
mic, religious, legal and demo- 
cratic consequences. 



H u s s ei n Mjaffi 


Soothing anxieties of many 
fearing for the safety of their 
whisky bottles in the Kingdom, 
the jurist concluded that “the 
suggestion most be developed 
into a law that takes all these 
things into consideration and 
deals with them equitably 
otherwise this suggestion has 
no legal ground to stand on.” 


1991 investments below expectations, official says 


Local firm awarded JD 650,000 
contract to build two dams 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A local-con- 
struction firm was Monday 
awarded a contract to build two 
dams to collect more rain water 
for irrigation purposes in the dry 
season, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported Monday. 

According to the agreement 
the two diversion dams will be 
completed in eight months. Work 
on the two diversion dams, which 
will together cost JD 650,000, is 
due to start early m March, 
according to Jordan Valley Au- 
thority (JVA) Secretary General 
Abdul Aziz Wishah, who signed 
the agreement. 

The two diversion dams will be 
set up in Wadi A1 Yabis and Wadi 
Kufrunjeh in the northern Jordan 
Valley region ro help divert water 
from the wadis towards the King 
Abdullah canal in the valley be- 
low, Dr. Wishah said in a state- 
ment at the signing ceremony. 

The budding of the two diver- 
sions dams fally within the gov- 
ernment’s general plan to benefit 
from the flood water in the wadis, 
be said. During the current rainy 
season Jordan received more wa- 


ter than it could handle and the 
JVA allowed part of the water 
collected in the dams to flow 
down the valley to the Jordan 
River and the Dead Sea. 

The government has issued 
specific instructions lately for the 
construction of more dams to 
collect the water, which is needed 
for irrigation purposes. 

According to Dr. Wishah, the 
two diversion dams can hold back 
water to feed the valley dams and 
subsequently to irrigate farm- 
lands in the central Jordan Valley 
region and north Dead Sea area. 

Since the start of the rainy 
season JVA, which is in charge of 
the water and the projects of the 
valley, has adopted a plan to 
achieve a balance between the 
incoming water from the fain and 
the total capacity of the dams in 
order to avoid any damage to the 
dams or the low lying agricultural 
farmlands. Dr. Wishah said. 

The total capacity of the dams 
overlooking the valley is 110 mil- 
lion cubic metres and the dams 
became foil early this winter 
thanks to the heavy rains and 


snow which fell. Dr. Wishah has 
said. 

Dr. Wishah told Petra that the 
King Talal Dam. the largest in 
the Kingdom, now holds 75.8 
million cubic metres out of a 
capacity of 81 million. After 
being filled to the brim, he said, a 
total of 42 million cubic menes 
were allowed to go in order to 
maintain the balance. Dr. Wishah 
said that during that rains and the 
snowstorms, water was rushing 
into the dam at the rate of 400 
cubic metres a second while the 
JVA allowed 100 cubic metres a 
second to go, a balancing act 
which will continue until the end 
of February. 

The JVA allowed the outgoing 
water to flow from the openings 
at the bottom of the lake, thus 
losing a lot of silt and other 
impurities which had been accu- 
mulating over the past years. Dr. 
Wishah had added. He said the 
process has also reduced salinity 
in the reservoir’s water to a mini- 
mum. The water quality is now 
up to standards set by the U.N. 


Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO). he had said. 

Referring to the other dams in 
the valley. Dr. Wishah had said 
that Wadi Al Arab Dam is now 
foil to capacity at 17 million cubic 
metres. The JVA has had to 
release some 800.000 cubic 
metres from that dam so far and 
the surplus water has run down 
the River Jordan. 

Sharhabil Dam, which has a 3.9 
million cubic metres capacity, is 
about 92 per cent full while the 
Wadi Shueib and Kafrain dams 
are full at 2.25 million and 3.5 
million cubic metres of water, 
respectively. He had said- the 
total amount of extra water re- 
leased by the two dams is around 
18.7 million cubic metres. 

Dr. Wishah had also said in a 
statement earlier that with proper 
management of the available wa- 
ter in the dams the country can 
have enough water for irrigation 
for an additional year. Jordan has 
been hit by severe water shor- 
tages since 1989 and the drought 
had cut farm production by some 
30 per cent last year. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman 
Chamber of Industry believes 
that investments made in Jordan 
in 1991 did not rise to the level of 
expectations and that only JD 70 
millioD were invested in industrial 
projects. 

Depite the opportune invest- 
ment climate, the country's poli- 
tical stability and security as well 
as its central geographical loca- 
tion, investments last year failed 
Id reach the aspired level, accord- 
ing to the chamber’s director. Dr. 
Mohammad Halaiqah. Noting 
that the total number of licences 
for new industrial projects last 
year amounted to 436 with a JD. 
70 million worth in capital. Dr. 
Halaiqah said that an estimated 
JD 4 billion to JD 6 billion are 
deposited in banks with no one 
taking the risk of investing them 
in industrial or other projects. 

Dr. Halaiqah said that the eco- 
nomic situation in Jordan was still 
reeling under the negative effects 
of foe Gulf crisis, discouraging 
many capital holders from invest- 
ing in indusrtrial schemes. He 


attributed this discouragement to 
seven main reason. 

The first and foremost reason, 
be said, lies in the fact that 
Jordan's traditional export mar- 
kets, especially Iraq remain 
closed before to Jordanian 
national products. 

Second, there is lack of coor- 
dination between the public and 
foe private sectors in working out 
investment packages that can lure 
Jordanian, Arab and foreign in- 
vestors. 

The third reason is the unpre- 
dictable economic conditions in 
foe country and iD planned deci- 
sions which adversely affect foe 
investment climate in the King- 
dom. 

Fourth, foe absence of econo- 
mic legislation that can cope with 
economic developments al foe 
regional and international levels 
similar to those being undertaken 
by neighbouring Arab countries. 

The fifth reason is in fact that 
investors in industry face the 
problem of having to pay heavy 


taxes. The industrial sector in 
Jordan pays op to JD 80 million 
in indirect taxes annually in addi- 
tion to the income tax, a heavy 
burden which many industrial 
businesses have been complain- 
ing about, Dr. Halaiqah said. 

The sixth reason is that foe 
industrial sector is in dire need of 
expertise which cannot be found 
in the local market and, there- 
fore. there is a need for foe 
government to facilitate the ac- 
quisition of such important factor 
for Jordanian industry, which can 
benefit from the transfer of mod- 
ern technology and high level 
expertise. 

Finally, the seventh reason is 
that industrialists complain of 
high interest rates on loans they 
need and feel that foe high rates 
adversely affect their businesses. 
Dr. Halaiqah said. He said that 
the banking system should recon- 
sider the interest rates on loans to 
industrial businesses so as to help 
entrepreneurs embark on pro- 
jects using foe vast deposits now 
held at the hanks. 


Dr. Halaiqah said that the gov- 
ernment should establish a de- 
partment concerned solely with 
economic affairs and to serve as a 
task force, paving the ground for 
investments and helping* to fi- 
nance development projects in 
foe Kingdom. 

Dr. Halaiqah also said that foe 
infrastructure in Jordan, the 
stable political situation in the 
Kingdom and foe country’s other 
incentives together with Jordan's 
bilateral agreements with other 
nations facilitating foe flow of 
exports and imports, including 
that of foe European Community 
countries, should provide suffi- 
cient incentive for investors. 

In order to achieve foe aspired 
goal. Dr. Halaiqah said the gov- 
ernment should speed up work on 
a new law for encouraging invest- 
ments and another on promoting 
exports. He said shook! the gov- 
ernment respond favourably to 
these requests, foe industrial sec- 
tor will probably make headway 
and the country would witness 
real industrial progress. 


— 
-Lettice and Lovage’ — West End comedy comes to Jordan 


By Nor Sati 

Special to foe Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — “Lettice and Lov- 
age,” foe award-winning West 
End comedy will be shown in ■ 
Jordan this week as part of the 
last leg of a tour-country Mid- 
dle East tour. 

Written by Peter Shaffer, 
the London comedy differs 
from the usual touring satire in 
that it puts forth some thought 
provoking issues portrayed in a 
light refreshing manner. “The 
story is really about 
friendship,” said Lynda Baron, 
foe leading actress in the play. 
Tt touches on other problems 
and other facets of life, but it is 
about friendship between two 
ladies who are unlikely friends 
at the beginning of foe play. 

Leaks Douffet, played by 
Ms. Baron, is fired from her 
job as tour guide because she 
Ges. Being the daughter of an 
actress, Le trice has inherited 
both her theatricality and 
eccentricity and she begins to 
add her own imaginative fan- 
tasy to liven up the dullness of 
foe shabby stately home where 
she is employed. T make up 
stories because of my job at a 
boring ancestral home and I 
get caught and fired.” Ms 
Baron said. 

Lotte Schoen, the other 
character, is stern, very prac- 
tical and very middle class. At 
foe end of the play these two 
very different characters be- 


come very good friends as they 
realise they share an interest in 
.the past — historic figures and 
buildings. 

The play, which originally 
opened in Bath, England, in 
1987, was then transferred to 
the Globe Theatre in London’s 
West End where it ran for 
three years. Thereafter, the 
play opened on Broadway and 
in 1988 it received tire Evening 
Standard Award for best com- 
edy . 

Other characters of the play 
include a secretary, who is a 
very nervous lady and is bul- 
lied by her boss, and a solicitor 
who tries to defend Lettice. 
Lettice's telling of silly stories 
gets her into trouble and she is 
accused by the police of an 
“extremely silly” crime which 
she has not committed. 

“The solicitor tries to defend 
me fait I will not tell him 
anything and he gets really 
upset,” Ms. Baron told foe 
Jordan Times. “There is a 
moral to foe story if you look 
for it but you can also just 
watch the play and laugh at it,” 
Ms. Baron said. 

The moral says that there is 
a lot to be learned from the 
past. Heritage, languge, build- 
ings and culture should not be 
lost to anyone: it should not 
disappear totally because mod- 
ern fo»ngs are exciting. 

The play was pci found in 



Lynda Baron 


London and New York as well 
as Bahrain, Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai before coining to Jordan 
where it will be shown today. 


Wednesday and Thursday at 
the Philadelphia Hotel. 

This year is a busy year for 
Ms. Baron. Aside from “Let- 
tice and Lovage,” she will be 
involved in a musical and will 
be directing a comedy that will 
also tour foe region. 

“Having been here and seen 
foe audiences and knowing the 
-venues, it is easier for me to 
direct a play than a director 
who has never been to the 
Middle East,” she said. 

Ms. Baron originally made 
her name in foe West End 
revue “One Over foe Eight.” 
She has also starred in “42nd 
Street" and “Little Me” in 
addition to a number of televi- 
sion shows such as “Doctor 
Who” 

Other members of foe cast 
include Yvonne D’alpra, who 
has played many leading roles 
at the Theatre Royal Straford 
East in plays such as “The 
Taming of the Shrew.” Her 
television credits include “The 
Professionals” and will soon be 
seen “In Sickness and in 
Health” in January. 

Christine Furness played the 
leading role in "The Exorc- 
ism” and has recently been 
seen on BBC’s “Crime watch 
UK.” 

Nelson Ward, who plays the 
solicitor in “Lettice and Lav- 
age," is currently also in “La 
Ronde” which is playing in 
London and acted the popular 
TV series “The Bill." 


Kabariti 
to seek 
cooperation, 
cohesion at 
meetings 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti left for Cairo Monday saying 
he will discuss labour-related 
affairs and pan-Arab issues with 
Egyptian government leaders 
aimed at reviving inter- Arab 
cooperation at the highest level. 

Mr. Kabariti said in a pre- 
departure statement that he was 
making the visit at the invitation 
of his Egyptian counterpart, 
Asaem Abdul Haq, with whom 
he will discuss means of promot- 
ing Jordanian-Egyptian relations 
and cooperation in workers, so- 
cial security and vocational train- 
ing matters. 

Discussions will also cover the 
process of organising foe employ- 
ment of workers in Egypt and 
Jordan, which employs thousands 
of -Egyptian workers but which is 
facing a crucial economic situa- l 
tion in view of the return to foe 
Kingdom of more than 300,000 
expatriates following the Gulf cri- 
sis, said foe minister. 

Mr. Kabariti said he planned 
talks with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa and Arab 
League Secretary General Esmai 
Abdul Megnid on ways of enhanc- 
ing the role of foe Arab League 
and restoring confidence in its 
agencies to resume joint Arab 


Fortress 

renovation 

work 

continues 

KARAK (Petra) — The Depart- 
ment of Antiquities has finished 
the first and second phases of 
renovation work at Al Karak 
Fo tress. 

The two stages, which were 
carried out in cooperation with 
foe Natural Resources Authority, 
included renovating foe eastern 
and southern sides of foe fortress 
at a total cost of JD <400,000. 

Karak Antiquities Inspector 
Nabil Baqa’in said the depart- 
ment last year completed renova- 
tion work in several parts of foe 
fortress at a total cost of JD 
100,000. 

This year, Mr. Baqa’in said, 
foe department has commenced 
work in renovating the western 
side of the fortress to protect it 
from avalanches. 


Embassy changes 
non-immigrant visa 
application hours 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- 
em bass y jo Jordan has 
an noouced that the consulate will 
? cc ®pf applications for non- 
HBffiigfa&t visas only between 8 
a.m. -and 10 a.m. on Sundays, 
ftesdsya and Thursdays. Non- 
Bfflmgfant visas applications in- 
clude those for students, visitors 
businessmen. An embassy 
spokesman said the move was an 
“administrative temporary 
change to deal with the workload. * 

The consulate has a backlog of 
work." The move does not reflect 
a change in requirements to 
obtain the visa or a restriction of ' 
the number of visas that wffl be 
issued by the embassy, the 
spokesman said. The embassy 
used to accept applications for 
non-immigrant visas five days a 
week. 



Exhibition of oB and water colour paintings by Tete Wegefius, 
Jtcy Ma rin, Huda Bitar and Jennifer Bowker at Afia Art 
^taQery. 

rt exhibition by Spanish artist Snad Eshefri at the Spanish 
oltnnd Cotre. 

attrition of paintings by Shakir Hasan Al Said at Abdul 
^ Shoman Foundation Gallery (10 ajn.-5 p-m.) 

dribition of photographs on Goethe-Forest, between Tafiteh 
id Sbobak, at the Jordan Uafrerafy for riemmt* 

Khttrition entitled “The Uprising in Cartoons’ 1 at the Royal 
oltnral Centre. 

nmhfc *t exhibition by S* Kwafeh «t *>* 

aBerjC Gardens Street*- opening ctrtammy today at 6 p.m. 

THEATRE 

Vrabk play entitled “Who’s There?” at the Rival CaUnral 
Centre — 8 P-®* 

FILM 

[tahan film entitled “D paste” shown as part of Xtafom Film 
Week, at the Royal Oitnral Centre — 7:30 poo. 


The Royal Society of Fine Arts 

will 

hold an auction 
of works of art 
by 

famous 

Orientalists 

to create it's own endowment fund 
at a dinner to be held at the 
Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts 
on Saturday, February 22, 1992, at 8 p.m. 

* Tickets: JD25 per person 

Sold at the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts 
" * 

Muntazah Jebel Weibdeh 
Tel: 630128 
Amman 

☆ Private viewing, 

February 19-22, 1992 

.Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


Committee to review 
agricultural production 



Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 


efforts and coordination in foe 
face of challenges to foe Arab 
Nation. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
Times earlier this month, the 
minister said that Jordan's con- 
cern for maintaining special rela- 
tions with Syria and the import- 
ance of the Egyptian role 
together serve as a beginning 
towards better coordination and 
deeper cooperation. 

With reference ro the ongoing 
Middle East peace talks, foe 
minister said “in the coming 
phase of negotiations, I do not 
think that differences over multi- 
lateral talks will be cause of fric- 
tion among Arab countries." 

In his statement before leaving 
for Cairo, Mr. Kabariti said Jor- 
dan believes in disposing of foe 
present prevailing mistrust which 
mars inter-Arab relations result- 
ing from the Gulf crisis and in 
opting for collective Arab action. 
He said that lack of self-reliance 
can constitute a serious danger to 
all Arabs. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The steering 
committee of foe Mashreq Pro- 
ject, an agricultural plan which is 
financed by the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) and foe West Asia Re- 
gional Programme (WARP), will 
open a three-day meeting in Am- 
man today to review foe out- 
come of the past agricultural sea- 
son and plans for foe upcoming 
season. 

The announcement was made 
by the Amman office of foe Inter- 
national Centre for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas 
(ICARDA). which is sponsoring 
the project in Syria, Jordan and 
Iraq. The project focuses atten- 
tion on increased productivity of 
bailey pasture and sheep in the 
critical rainfall zones of the three 
Arab countries with emphasis on 
foe transfer of available technolo- 
gy to fanners, according to 
ICARDA officials. 

Delegates representing UNDP, 
foe Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development and the 
three Arab states will take part in 
foe discussions, which will also 
cover a training programme for 
those involved in implementing 
the project. The delegates, 
according to ICARDA, will be 
making field trips to various parts 
of areas where the projects is 
being implemented in Jordan. 

In its 1990 report, ICARDA 
said that the project in Jordan 


and Syria resulted in grain yield 
increases ranging from 5 to 100 
per cent. It said economic analy- 
ses showed that farmers’ net re- 
turn could be increased by 50 per 
cent. 

A recommended package of 
practices for barley production 
was demonstrated in 17 farmer- 
manageu trials in Jordan. The 
average increase in grain yield 
ranged from 40 to 70 per cent 
over that of farmers using stan- 
dard practices, foe ICARDA re- 
port said. 

Established in 1977, ICARDA 
is governed by an independent 
board of tmstess, Based at Alep- 
po, Syria, it is one of 16 centres 
supported by the Consultative 
Group on International Agri- 
cultural Research, which is an 
international group of repre- 
sentatives of donor agencies, emi- 
nent agricultural scientists and 
institutional administrators from 
developed and developing coun- 
tries who guide and support its 
work. 

ICARDA focuses its research 
efforts on areas with drysummers 
and where precipitation in winter 
ranges from 200 to 600 mm. The 
centre has worldwide responsibil- 
ity for foe improvement of bailey, 
lentil and beans. It also has re- 
gional responsibility in West Asia 
and North Africa for the im- 
provement of wheat and pasture 
and forage crops and associated 
farming systems. 
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SILK CUT THEATRE 

Presents 

Peter Shaffer’s award winning 
|West End Comedy 


■ti 


^ Starring 

Baron 

.•L.V*? 





OTpn^Open all Hours! 
and Ft 



Vonne 


Directed by Michael Rolfe 

Produced by Performance 
International Associates 
(Overseas Ltd) 


" Original and hilarious 
... uproarious farce ... " the times 
Magnificently over the top!” 

EVENING TELEGRAPH 

At the Philadelphia Ballroom on February, 18th, 19th & 20th, 1992 
Dinner at 8:00 p.m. Performance at 9:00 p.m. 

For Reservation Please Call Tel. 663100 Ext. 113 
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Don’t fail in their trap 

THERE IS no doubt that the leader of pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah Sheikh Abbas Musawi was murdered intentional- 
ly by Israel. When his motorcade was tailed and fired upon 
by two Israeli attack helicopters Sunday, the attackers knew 
that Musawi was in the car convoy that included also his 
wife and baby son and scores of assistants and bodyguards 
who were also killed. And by this premeditated helicopter 
attack on the leader of the M uslim fundamentalist group in 
Lebanon, the Israeli leaders sought to heighten the tension 
in the area and make even more possible the continuation of 
the dragging peace process. 

It must have been part of tbe Israeli scheme that assumed 
that when orders were issued to pull the trigger on the 
spiritual leader of the Hizbollah group emotions would rise 
to new levels, rendering tbe overall political dimate in tbe 
Middle East that more volatile and inappropriate for tbe 
perpetuation of tbe painstakingly arranged bilateral peace 
talks doe to resume in Washingto n in a few days. This 
Israeli manipulation of events fits in well with its earlier 
pattern of behaviour that aimed to frustrate the U.S.- 
brokered peace initiative right from the start. It is an open 
secret that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir joined the 
U.S.-sponsored peace process rather reluctantly and has 
been relentlessly patting one obstacle after another in its 
path ever since it was launched in the fall of last year. 

It is quite possible, if not outright probable, that .S hamir 
was also facetting Syria and Lebanon in particular by 
“embarrassing” them by snch a naked act of terrorism and 
aggression in a last ditch bid to keep both countries out of 
the peace negotiations. The Israeli government most have 
also calculated that by making it very difficul t for Damascus 
to stay on in the search for peace, other interested Arab 
parties would also be hard put to continue their participa- 
tion in the peace parleys. 

It is also part of the Israeli strategy to pull out the 
Palestinians from the talks. So when three Israeli soldiers 
wen killed few days ago, at the hands of persons whose 
identities have yet to hie determined, Israel rushed to the 
conclusion that tbe PLO was behind the killing. Under 
normal circumstances, the perpetrators would have to be 
apprehended and their identities established beyond a 
shadow of doubt before a finger is pointed in the direction of 
any group or faction as bong behind the attack. Yet, 
Shamir government’s accusation of tbe PLO as responsible 
for the attack on the three soldiers was so precipitous that it 
borders on rkticokms. Of coarse Israel is not interested in 
the truth because it has a fixation on the PLO and the 
Palestinians as a party that should never have a place on the 
negotiating table! 

Such persisting Israeli tactics would obviously make the 
peace process face a continuous uphill battle. As it was never 
passed the Israeli establishment to kill its own nationals if 
necessary to drive home a certain message, the interested 
governments within and outside this region are called upon 
to caU the Israeli bluff by sifting the troth from the 
disinformation that Israeli mouthpieces keeps on spewing to 
the world. 

Meanwhile, even though it is expected that Arab reaction 
to the latest acts of Israeli terrorism will be swift and biting, 
tbe Arab parties to the Washington peace talks are correct 
in changing their plans by proceeding to tbe peace parleys in 
spite of the latest Israeli obstacles, if for no other reason 
than to expose the true Israeli intentions to the Americans 
and the international community. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL DlfSTOUR Arabic daily Monday discussed the latest Israeli 
terrorist attack on southern Lebanon in which innocent civilians were 
killed or injured. Finding itself unable to describe a resistance attack 
inside the occupied territories, that ended with the death of three 
Israeli soldiers, as a terrorist faction. Israel has committed state 
terrorism by launching raids on defenceless people in South 
Lebanon, said the daily. Ever since its establishment amidst the Arab 
World. Israel has never stopped exercising its terrorism one way or 
another and has done it again m South Lebanon to provide further 
proof of its evil nature, said the paper. Furthermore, the Israelis are 
now hinting that the continued resistance activity was bound to keep 
them away from the Middle East peace negotiations, said the paper. 
It said it was not enough for the Israelis to launch criminal attacks on 
civilians in South Lebanon, but they are going one step further by 
hinting that the peace talks hinge on ending all resistance activity 
against Occupation, thus demanding an end to a legitimate right of 
oppressed people living in occupied lands. The Israelis seem not to 
have learnt from past lessons and are not able to understand that the 
cycle of violence will continue until justice has been established said 
the daily. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic Daily Monday dwelt on the 
so-called new world order, saying that the United States was seeking 
to support and finance this system with Arab and Islamic oil wealth. 
Tareq Masarweh said that the United States is currently threatening 
to Attack Libya in order to intimidate that country into submission to 
Western will. As the United States is incapable economically to 
finance the new world order which it is advocating, it wants Libya 
and other Islamic countries to finance it, he said. One way of doing it 
is to force Libya to pay U.S. financial aid to Egypt. Furthermore, the 
writer said, Iran is made to play the role of holding together the 
Islamic countries of Pakistan, Turkey, and the newly independent 
states of the former Soviet Union, with American backing. He said 
that the United States wants Iran and the Gulf states to finance this 
group of Islamic but poor states to save Washington the burden of 
doing that itself. He also said that the multilateral talks in Moscow 
were arranged by Washington in order to achieve the same objective 
with the blessing of Europe which holds billions of Arab Petro- 
dollars which can be used to finance the new world order, tailored to 
suit American interests around the world. The writer said that only 
Iraq remains outside this framework .and for this reason the United 
States is trying to isolate and subdue that country because it has so far 
refused to succumb to Washington’s will. 


Arabs should reach the unbiased media 


By Mustafa TeO 

Id my last article (Jordan Times, 
Feb. 6 , 1992) I looked at the bias 
of the U.S. mainstream media 
towards Israel and I started look- 
ing at some articles that dealt 
with Israel in the alternative 
media to show the difference. 
This week I pick up bom where I 
left and / take a look at more 
articles from the Alternative 
media. 

The first articles are from a recent 
issue of Z magazine. Z is a 
monthly alternative magazine 
that is published in Boston. In the 
December issue there were two 
articles that are of interest to us. 
The first one is “Double Speak” 
by Edward Herman. Prof. Her- 
man is a college professor at tbe 
University of Pennsylvania. He is 
an author, and co-author of many 
books. He is also the editor of the 
alternative publication Lies of 
Our Times. “Double Speak” is a 
regular article in Z magazine ab- 
out double standards in tbe U.S. 
policy. In the December article. 
Prof. Herman addressed the dou- 
ble standards of the U.S. when it 
comes to Israel and tbe Arabs. 
He questioned the reasons be- 
hind the U.S. efforts to repeal the 
U.N. resolution “Zionism is rac- 
ism” at a time “when the racist 
aspects of Israeli policy have be- 
come deeply imbedded in tbe 
culture and tbe state terror is 
rampant,’' Prof. Herman went on 
to quote Maxim Ghilan, editor of 
tbe Paris journal Israel and Pales- 
tine, who argued that the repeal 
resolution would grant Israel a 
“valuable prize for its efforts to 
convert what was a some-time 
noble Zionist theory Into a pro- 
foundly racist and oppressive 
reality.” While statements like 
these are standards in the Arabic 
World, and the Arabic media. 


they are considered radical here 
in the U.S. That’s why the major- 
ity in tbe U.S. mainstream media 
will shy away from making such 
statements about Israel. It is up 
to people like Prof. Herman, and 
people like him in the alternative 
media, to bring forward such 
statements to the U.S. public. 

In other parts of his article, 
Prof. Herman discussed the U.S.- 
sponsored peace process. He 
questioned a peace process in 
which the Palestinians cannot 
choose freely their representa- 
tives; a peace process in which 
tbe Palestinians cannot hope for 
self-determination and a Palesti- 
nian state. He considered tbe 
peace conference a “post victory 
ratification of a structure of injus- 
tice, enforced on the participants 
and victims by browbeating, brib- 
ery, and threats.” These words 
are radical not only by U.S. 
mainstream standards, but also 
by many moderate, and conserva- 
tive, Arabic media standards. 

The other article in Z magazine 
is also about the peace process in 
the Middle East. This one is by 
Prof. Noam Chomsky. Prof. 
Chomsky is a long time political 
activist and a regular contributor 
to many alternative publications. 
He is tiie author of The Fateful 
Triangle. This book explored tbe 
character and historical develop- 
ment of the U.S.-Israeli rela- 
tionship. Prof. Chomsky is also a 
member in tbe Jewish Committee 
on tbe Middle East. This is an 
independent association of 
American Jews which oppose tbe 
U.S. bias towards Israel and de- 
mands a just settlement in tbe 
Middle East. In bis article. “Mid- 
dle East Diplomacy,” Prof. 
Chomsky gave an extensive 
analysis of foe Middle East situa- 
tion. While his analysis is 
accepted in tbe Arab Worid, it is 
virtually unheard of in tbe U.S. 


Algerian rulers 
seek cash for 
long-term cure 


By John Baggaley 

Reuter 

ALGIERS — Algerian troops on 
night patrol, stalemated in their 
mission to crush Muslim fun- 
damentalist unrest, hug the walls 
and keep to the shadows. 

They walk in fear that extrem- 
ists, deprived of a chance to take 
power through tbe ballot box, 
will fight back against the milit- 
ary-backed authorities with 
ambushes and explosives. 

The authorities say they want 
to get the troops back in barracks 
but they need cash fast to set in 
motion a long-term cure to the 
political crisis. 

The security forces have de- 
ployed in strength to stop the 
fundamentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) mobilising its suppor- 
ters against the state of emergen- 
cy imposed one week ago. 

Tbe show of strength has had some 
effect — the FIS called off a 
march through Algiers on Friday, 
apparently for fear it would lead 
to large-scale bloodshed. 

But isolated gunfights broke 
out and scores of people were 
arrested. A police station was 
attacked and five people were 
killed in a mysterious explosion. 

“(Friday's events) did not 
prove anything or solve any- 
thing,” one European diplomat 
said. 

“Tightening the screw on the 
FIS may oniy force it under- 
ground and bring a repeat of 
terrorist actions from hardlin- 
ers.” said another diplomat. 

Algerian writer Khaled Mahez 
said on Sunday, “the military 
themselves recognise they cannot 
eternally occupy the streets of 
Algiers and elsewhere without 
major risks for stability.” 

While the authorities concen- 
trate on restoring law and order, 
little has happened on the politic- 
al and economic fronts. 

The ruling High Council of 
State came to power in mid- 
January after the authorities can- 
celled the second round of par- 
liamentary elections to stop the 
FIS winning. 

The five-man council has made 
no firm promises about new elec- 
tions and is under pressure to act 
quickly on the economy, which is 
labouring under a foreign debt of 
$25 billion. 

Officials and diplomats say a 
massive injection of foreign 
money is needed to kicks! art the 
economy and relieve the poverty 
that helps swell FIS ranks. 

“People have felt a real despair 
and this is what made them 
embrace the propaganda of the 
FIS,” said one official. “The best 
way to deal with the fun- 
damentalists is to address the real 
reasons and for this we need 
money.” 

Waiting for complete stability 
to return might be too late. 

. In Europe, bankers are hesitat- 
ing to dig in to their pockets to 


find $1.5 billion to help, fearing 
instability will endanger both the 
principal and tbe interest on the 
loan. 

A refinancing accord has been 
postponed several times after 
footdragging by a U.S. bank in 
the syndicate. 

The government needs to cre- 
ate work for over 1.5 million 
jobless, their number swelling 
each day. 

In their search of foreign fi- 
nance, the Algerian authorities 
can point to the country's success 
as a mediator in international 
conflicts and to the likely effects 
instability in Algeria would have 
in the whole Western Mediterra- 
nean. 

Algeria helped resolve the 
U.S.-Iran hostage crisis and end 
civil war in Lebanon. It has also 
mediated between rebels and ( 
officials in neighbouring Mali. 

Officials say checking Muslim 
fundamentalism among Algeria’s 
25 million people is crucial for 
neighbouring Tunisia and Moroc- 
co and for conservative Gulf 
Arab states. All have fun- 
damentalists who drew strength 
from the FIS’s successes. 

“Destabilisation in Algeria 
would be bad for everybody, not 
oniy our neighbours but also the 
European Community," an 
Algiers official said. 

Portugal, which holds the 
European Community presiden- 
cy. has backed the Algerian rul- 
ers* decision to declare a.state of 
emergency. The EC should give 
Algeria financial backing, said 
Foreign Minister Joao de Deus 
Pinheiro. 

At the weekend, Algerian 
Foreign Minister Lakhdar Ibrahi- 
mi started a tour of Gulf states, 
apparently seeking cash. 

Mr. Ibrahimi is well-known in 
the Arab World from the time 
when be was the Arab League 
envoy responsible for negotiating 
a political settlement in Lebanon. 

“We are telling our Arab 
brothers that Algeria is in a crisis 
and needs help," Mohammad 
Boudiaf, head of the five-man 
presidency sworn in last month, 
said recently. 

Diplomats say Algeria has 
enough pledged credit and earn- 
ings — $11 billion from hydrocar- 
bon exports this year — to strug- 
gle on. But real progress depends 
on foreign oil companies taking 
advantage of new laws opening 
oil and gas fields to them. 

Energy Minister Nordine Ait 
Laoussine said the firms were 
maintaining their interest. Diplo- 
mats say some at least are holding 
back to see how events develop. 

Algerian officials believe fore- 
ign expertise to boost oil recovery 
levels, plus cash for the right to 
exploit reserves, could bring the 
billions of dollars needed for 
radical change which Mr. Boudiaf 
promised the people when law 
and order returned. 


Prof. Chomsky presented an 
Israel that does not want peace 
bat works against peace. He also 
presented an aggressive, and 
tyrannic, Israel. Tbe Israel that 
be presented is different from the 
Israel that is cherished by the 
mainstream media hoe. One of 
tiie most interesting aspects of 
Prof. Chomsky's artide was his 
exposing of some of the main- 
stream media myths about Israel, 
the Middle East, peace and the 
U.S. policy in the area. He ex- 
plained how people in tiie main- 
stream media manipulate histor- 
ical facts as they please to present 
a distorted picture of the Middle 
Hast He also showed the selec- 
tive historical filters which the 
mainstream media uses to present 
Israel as the innocent victim and 
the Arabs as the uncivilised 
aggressors. These same methods, 
historical manipulations and fil- 
ters, are also used to distort the 
facts about tiie U.S. policy in the 
area. 

Lies of Our Times is a maga- 
zine of metoa criticism. It is pub- 
lished monthly from New York. 
In the September issue there was 
an artide by Nabeel Abraham 
about the peace proce ss . In this 
artide, “Peace Process?,” Mr. 
Ab raham unveiled tire bias of tbe 
mainstream media towards 
IsxaeL He gave examples about 
this bias w ithin the framework of 
the pears process. He also finked 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait with 
the Israeli occupation and 
showed how tbe mainstream 
media reacted differently in those 
cases. Mr. Abraham explained 
how the mainstream media will 
swallow the most outlandish 
propositions as long as it is Israd 
or another U.S. ally, that com- 
mitted them. He wondered how 
the mainstream media would 
react. If the PLO put a fist of 


people who can represent Israel 
in the . peace talks? Of course, 
there will be an outrage in the 
mainstream media, he says. But 
when Israel did exactly the same 
(put a list of conditions to who 
can represent the Palestinians in 
the peace talks), the mainstream 
media did not find anything 
wrong with that. 

Tbe last artide we turn to was 
in Extra! magazine. Extra! is the 
publication of an organisations 
called FAIR (Fairness and 
Accuracy In Reporting) and it is 
published in New York on a 
bi-monthly basses. In the Janu- 
ary/February issue. Extra! de- 
voted an artide to show some of 
the bias in the mainstream media 
in its reporting of the Middle East 
peace talks. 

The artide, “Key Facts Misting 
in Reporting on Mid east Talks,” 
showed how biased the mam- 
stream media was towards Israel. 
Extra! questioned a media that 
presents the PLO and the Arabs 
as terrorists yet ignores Israeli 
terrorism. Extra! also asked why 
there were many facts, such as 
U.S. hnge aide to Israel and 
Israel’s hard-line concerning the 
peace talks , missin g in the main- 
stream media reports. 

According to Extra!, if Presi- 
dent Bush is really winking for 
peace, be should urge brad to 
offer land for peace, a concept 
that exists in many U.N. resolu- 
tions, he also should criticise 
Israel’s expansion of settlements. 
These two demands are usually 
unheard in the mainstream 
media. To cou n ter some of tbe 
daims from the mainstream 
media, which justify its bias to- 
wards Israel as a result of tbe 
Gulf war; Extra! presented some 
historical examples of that bais. 
Extra! argument was that tiie 
mains tream media has always 


Refugee city 
nobody wants 
rises in S. Arabia 

By Neil MacFarquhar taken away from the cai 
The Associated Press forcibly returned to Iraq 


RAFHA REFUGEE CAMP, 
SAUDI ARABIA — Iraqi en- 
gineer Sitar Sa’id abandoned a 
comfortable life one year ago for 


taken away from the camp and 
forcibly returned to Iraq. 

“There’s no doubt Saddam will 
kill these people,” said another 
camp intern, Khalid Sa’id, 34. 

Refugees responded with 
strikes and demonstrations., in- 


the rebellion he thought would "eluding a sit-down protest at the 


topple Saddam Hussein. 

Today, he finds himself in- 
terned in a desert camp in Saudi 
Arabia. But while refugees credit 
the $400 million Saudi effort 
with easing the harsh conditions, 
they complain of forced repatria- 
tions and clashes over religion. 

“We thought the Saadis, the 
Americans would help us,” Mr. 
Sitar said of his derision to join 
the fight against Saddam Hussein 
after the Gulf war. “All we want 
is to fight for our freedom.” 

He’s among more than 21,000 
refugees from southern Iraq who 
fled to Saudi Arabia as Saddam 
Hussein’s army crushed separate 
post-war rebellions by Shiite 
Muslim and Kurdish tribesmen, 
tribesmen. 

Mr. Sitar and other Iraqi 
Shiites are interned in this city of 
tents and mud-brick shanties 570 
kilometres northwest of Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia’s capital, under 
Saudi military supervision. 

The camp is just a few 
kilometres from the Iraqi border. 

Elsewhere, some 12,000 pris- 
oners of war including more than 
500 Iraqi officers are held at 
another camp at Arte wi yah, 225 
kilometres northwest of Riyadh. 

Refugees told the first Western 
reporter to visit in more than six 
months that relations between 
them and their Saudi guards have 
deteriorated over the past year. 

Religion is one factor. The 
Iraqis’ are Shiites, a Muslim sect at 
odds with the mainstream Sunnis 
for centuries. 

The Saudis are mostly Sunni, 
who in the extreme consider Shi- 
’ism as heretical. Loudspeakers 
occasionally blast the sayings of 
the Prophet Mohammad. Islam’s 
founder, across tiie camp. 

Refugees said the pressure was 
applied mostly by the Saudi reli- 
gious police, who have access to 
them. 

“They want us to become like 
them, the same religion. Some- 
times they give us books that 
speak out against Shi’ism.” said 
Mr. Sitar. 

The refugees also claimed inst- 
ances in which their women were 
sexually harassed and said guards 
have demanded money for pri- 
vileges. 

But Brig. Gen. Abdullah Ai 
Mazyad, tiie Rafha army com- 
mander, said be knew of no 
instances of sexual harassment 
and said of the Iraqis, “they’re 
free to do what they want with 
their religion. We don’t force 
them to change.” 

While praising the massive 
Saudi relief effort, refugees said 
the tensions culminated six weeks 
ago in a pre-dawn raid in which 
several hundred refugees were 


gates by more than 2.000 people. 

The exact number of forcible 
repatriations and the reasons for 
the expulsions remain undear. 
But the Saudi government said 
tbe derision was taken by local 
authorities and an investigation 
had been opened. 

Al Brig. Gen. Mazyad denied 
all knowledge of the incident, 
saying: “Nobody was sent back 
against his will." 

Al Brig Gen. Mazyad doesn’t 
deny that there have been prob- 
lems. 

There have been constant 
squabbles and fights between Ira- 
qis, most transferred here from 
tire Kuwait border before the 
allied forces withdrew last year. 

“You have to think of it as a 
small city, not doubt there will be 
problems,” Brig. Gen. Al 
Mazyad said. 

Weapons were confiscated, but 
in one instance, an Iraqi accused 
of pro-Saddam sympathies was 
stabbed to death. There have 
been at least three other knifings. 

Refugees said letters reaching 
them from the prisoner of war 
camp report constant fighting and 
four deaths there. 

Relief agency officials note that 
the Saudis have virtually no ex- 
perience handling refugees 
although they give them high 
marks for generous spending and 
efforts to meet international stan- 
dards. 

Brig. Gen. Al Mazyad said 
Riyadh has spent 1.4 billion riyals 
($400 million) on the refugees. 

Within a month they are ex- 
pected to move to a more perma- 
nent camp with houses with ce- 
ment floors and high cinder-block 
walls that will keep out tiie wind 
and cold. 

The Saudis supply fresh food 
regularly. The refugees get clo- 
thing allowances and several hun- 
dred dollars a year each in pocket 
money, nurturing a camp bazaar. 

Children attend a school staf- 
fed by 200 Iraqi teachers. Iraqi 
doctors and engineers also work. 
There are limited daily shopping 
trips to Rafha and weekly pil- 
grimages to Mecca, Islam’s 
holiest shrine. 

“The assistance the kingdom 
provides is second to none," said 
Michael L. Menning, a United 
Nations Refugee Agency official. 

But the refugees, surrounded 
by barbed wire and armed 
guards, feel like prisoners. 

More than 950 chose to return 
home recently under an amnesty 
offered by Saddam Hussein. 
Another 1,500 are expected to be 
.reunited with relatives in Iran. 
But few other countries want 
them. 


been biased towards Israd. 

One last interesting pomt made Je story in ^ 

by Extra! was ^comparison be- things that 

tween the attention given to the ti*** . “Sr? W ehavc to. : 

Israeli statements about certain we can ' fn work with the 
Arab leaders who sided with Hit- dndop » *2^ TOs 
term Worid War II and tbe lack media m tiie Ui. ■■■ 

of attention to the fact that Israeli must keep m nund ; ' 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir The majorttang to m mmo - . 
was a leading figure in the Stem is the reality of the bias 
Gang when it approached Hitler mainstream 
amending his totalitarian prind- tiring to keep in nund b the 


with Nazi Germany. While the 
statements covered a lot of 
newspapers front pages and re- 
ceived a lot of air time, the other 
story was nowhere to be found in 
the mainstream media. It is an 
interesting comparison which 
shows bow selective and man- 
ipulative the mainstream media 
is. 

One major point that can be 
concluded from these articles, is 
tbe bias of tbe mainstream media 
towa r ds Israel and, on tbe other 
hand, the objectivity of the 
alternative media. The bias of the 
ma rn tfiwam media is very unfor- 
tunate because there are many 
people in the U.S. who would 
ntft to know the truth about the 
Arab-Israefi conflict: Tbe truth, 
though, has been concealed from 
these people fay the m amplia- 
tions, and the misinformations, of 
tiie widespread mainstream 
media. To find an objective view 
of this conflict, the people in the 
U.S. must torn to tbe difficult to 
find alternative media. 


Middle East area. We also have - 
to keep in mind the year s of 
brainwashing that the people of - 
the U.S. have been subjected to - 
by the mainstream media. j 
The second thing we can do UT 
to stop running after a mirage 
when we try to convince toe 
mainstream media of out just 
cause. This media, that we are 
hopelessly running after, is tbe 
same media that only saw snow, 
over Israel and only remembered 
the ■ Israeli victims on the 
anniversary of the U.S. aggres- 
sion on Iraq- We are wasting 
many important resources mid 
time by running after the main- 
stream media. We must turn to 
the alternative media instead and 
use it as a form to reach tiie U.S. :■ 
people. Unlike the mainstream . 
media which will humiliate us and 
us ft os as a way to present its false 
objectivity, tbe alternative media 
has been historically on the side 
of justice and true peace. And 
justice and true peace is what we 
are after. 


LETTERS 

The lovely American vs 
the ugly American 

To toe Editor: 

Lyndon Larouche is a great humanitarian, philosopher, econom- 
ist, «t»h p olitician ; the administration that mobilises huge human 
and finan cial resources for years to put such a man behind bars is 
certainly a bad, vicious, corrupt administration, and the citizens 
who witness this happening without moving in defence of a 
brother humani tarian , rather a humanitarian father at 69, stand 
guilty in tiie eyes of humanity and their Lord. The truth that this 
one man bears and propagates is so great that it exposes the evil 
manipulation of tiie government of the largest power on earth. 
The only way to get rid of that truth was to defame its bearer. 

Mr. Larouche stands upright as a living model of the Statue of 
Liberty.- The U.S. administration today locks the spirit of the 
Statue of Liberty behind bars, robbing the monument in New 
York of its meaning. The people who continue doing so are 
people who ceased propogating Liberty, fraternity and equality to 
their compatriots as well as to tiie people of the world and dared 
change that noble message to a message of looting and killing 
mankind for private greed. 

How do we get to know about great leading men and women 
who seek to realise real changes for the benefit of mankind today? 
Is it through mass media? Definitely not. Mass media is the most 
powerful instrument of dictatorship (The establishment). It is the 
machine that transmits the will of a few oligarchs manipulating 
power in a maimer as to programme the collective mind of the 
public opinion and society for adopting “democratically" what the 
(fictators impose. It serves the discreet dictatorship more effec- 
tively and subtly than the armies of totalitarian regimes, and 
keeps people fooled thinking that they really have a free will. 
Those who stand in the way of the establishment are crushed and 
get their character assassinated by this horrible machine. And that 
is what happened to Lyndon Larouche. 

Until several months ago, I was exposed to the evil crusade 
against Mr. Larouche labelling him as “extremist," “fascist” etc. 
until I compelled myself to be introduced properly to this 
personality by reading his works and publications to get intro- 
duced to his ideas, stands, and positions on American and world 
issues. 

At first, I started reading driven by a sense of duty; very quickly 
that changed into an enthusiastic self-drive that has changed my 
n»dmg habits to place the publications of Mr. Larouche and 
friends on the top of my crowded reading list. 

Until I read Mr. Larouche, I did not believe in the possible 
existence of a lovely American today. There was only the ughr 
Amencan; I had even started doubting the American history mid 
its freedom fighters against British imperialism. Thanks to Mr. 
Usrooche, I mu* again believe that George Washington was not a 

t and A hls ^ noble great leaders. They 
were the lovely Americans, whose image the recent successive 
u.a>. administrations have replaced for the image of the uelv 
Amencan hated everywhere in the world today 
Lyndon Larouche is the lovely American who' can steer the 
Amencan ship from i turbulent high seas to the tranquility and 
warmth of amicable human international relations, creating at the 
S" 16 tI ^ e J he »V 1 J. ernal conditions for correcting the catastrophic 

Jrttich is gasping for breath through 
tiie world farther 

downwards towards a dark future. Ms brilliant econorrdc 
theories critical of both Marxism and Adam Smith Liberalism are 
toe continuation of the great U.S. Treasury Secretary^Sdm 
Hamtitons Amencan System of Political EconomC,” tbSTaS 
dose to the socio-economic model capable of saving the 
today from the apocalypse it is heading for DrevenHno « 

WmW Mr inevitably caused by the presentTTs poUdeT^ 
Ms programme is correct because it is based on tolTmSw 
Christian ideals that man is the image of God and thaf**!? °* 

a - 
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world order based on justice P and 3 ncW ' 
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but they wU aiso help lead the worid of today withw”h 
»d mutual respect amotig mauldod iusteado'f ***£}£££ 

Laith Shnh eflat , 

*• Movetoeut, 

publication, however , should contain tbe Aj 

preferably address « we/;. 

reguesr aad under sped a/ nm Z,™ m 'y V™ 


I 




Hizbollah vows revenge 


(Continual free. HP 11 
finnan and IsraeU detainees ex- 

• ‘ cute them immediate ty," said a 
Statement signed with a previous- 
ly unknown name, “The Factions 
* . )cfemfing the Oppressed and 

'deprived of the World.” 
nie hand-written one-page 
' iotement in Arabic was deli- 

• Kred to an international news 
‘ jaency m Beiriit. 

: , Although it was phrased as if 
' Lebanese fundamentalists held 
;s£; veral Israeli captives, only one 
'^Israeli serviceman missing in 

■ : Lebanon is believed to be ahve — 
■: Ainnan Ron Arad, shot down in 
■1986- 

the statement called on Mus- 

• gui extremists “to strike at all 
jpadi and American interests in 
2ji the comers of the world so as 

■ to meet challenge with chal- 
tenge.” 


No group has admitted holding 
Arad. 

HzzboQah vows revenge 

Tens of thousands bf mour- 
ners, shouting hate slogans 
against the United States and 
Israel, thronged the southern 
slums of Beiruti Monday for the 
funeral ' procession of Sheikh 
Musawi. 

“Death to America, Death to 
the Great Satan” the crowds yel- 
led as young, bearded militants of 
the pro-Iranian Hizbollah toured 
the muddy streets carrying on 
their shoulders the oak wood 
coffins of Sheikh Musawi, his 
wife and son. 

Others shouted: “Death to 
Israel. You shall be Avenged" or 
brandished posters reading 
“Musawi, Prince of Martyrs." 


Sheikh Musawi, 39, the leader 
of Hizbollah, his wife, Siham, 33, 
and the couple's youngest of six 
children, Hussein, 5, were killed 
in an attack Sunday by Israeli 
helicopter gunships in south 
Lebanon. 

Some 50.000 men took pan in 
the three-hour procession. Sever- 
al hundred women, all of them 
clad in head-to-toe veils, or cha- 
dors, trailed behind, carefully 
avoiding mixing with the male 
mourners. Many of them were 
weeping. 

They walked for three hours 
through the streets of Beir A! 
Abed, Harei Hreik, Shiyah and 
Mar Mikhael, the poor neigh- 
bourhoods of Beirut where the 
urban Shiites are concentrated. 

Veiled women, peeking from 
windows of tattered buildings, or 
standing on the balconies and 
roofs of ramshackle houses sho- 
wered the caskets with rose pet- 
als. Thousands of black flags flew 


atop apartment blocks and larger- 
than-life portraits of the black- 
turbaned Musawi decorated the 
shuttered shops along the route. 

Loudspeakers blaring verses 
from the Koran from the mosque 
minarets competed with each 
other and with the wild crowd in 
the streets. The mood was one of 
anger and hate rather than grief. 

The coffins were then placed in 
an ambulance bedecked wiih a 
black flag and taken to the 
ancient city of Baalbek. 50 
kilometres east of Beirut, for 
another funeral Tuesday before 
burial in Musawi' s hometown of 
Nabi Sheet. 

Leading the procession were 
black-or white-turbaned Shiite 
clergymen as well as Ayatollah 
Ahmad Jannati, a special envoy 
of Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

“We are struggling for martyr- 
dom, we will continue to support 
the resistance,” Jannati told the 


mourners. 

"Death to the Great Satan," 
the crowd back, “they killed 
Abbas, we are Abbas.” 

Tehran radio carried a message 
by Tran's spiritual leader, Ali 
Khamenei, which read in pan: 
“May the curse and damnation of 
God be on the bloodthirsty Zion- 
sits, who will not turn away from 
any crime in the way of their 
filthy, incurcionist goals, and on 
their wicked, insolent suppor- 
ters." 

Iran's foreign ministry said in a 
statement that “what makes the 
usurper Israel bolder in perpe- 
tuating such crimes is the uncon- 
ditional support it receives from 
the United States.” 

Hizbollah called for a strike to 
protest the killing of the Musawis 
along with four bodyguards. 
Eighteen other people travelling 
in the motorcade were wounded 
when the Israeli helcopters fired 
five wire-guided missiles that hit 


the seven-car convoy. 

Earlier Sunday a woman, her 
two sons and a third boy were 
killed and 11 people were wound- 
ed in Israeli air attacks on Palesti- 
nians in south Lebanon. 

The strike was heeded in Mus- 
lim areas of Lebanon. Schools, 
shops, banks and all businesses 
were closed in the southern 
slums, south Lebanon and the 
eastern Bekaa valley. 

But in Christian regions, life 
was normal with businesses and 
schools open. That underscored 
the split in The half-Christian, 
half-Muslim nation that has re- 
cently emerged from 15 years of 
civil war. 

West worried 

The weekend spasm of vio- 
lence in the Middle East sent a 
wave of alarm through Western 
capitals on Monday, and govern- 
ments expressed concern that the 


killings should not derail the 
slow-moving Arab- Israeli peace 
talks. 

France and Britain followed 
the United States in calling for 
restraint by the Middle Eastern 
parties. 

Arab attackers knifed and axed 
to death three Israeli soldiers at 
an army camp in northern Israel 
on Saturday. 

In Paris, foreign ministry 
spokesman Daniel Bernard said 
France "has observed with great 
anxiety that an escalation of vio- 
lence is once anain threatening 
the Middle East'. 

“France calls on the sense of 
responsibility of all the parties 
involved, for them to abstain 
from any act that could endanger 
.hopes of peace in the region 
which were born with the process 
undertaken in Madrid," he said. 

Britain, like France, refused to 
single out either Israel or the 
Arabs for blame over the latest 


violence. A Foreign Office 
spokesman said ail such acts 
"lead nowhere except to fresh 
violence and suffering. 

"Only one lesson emerges — 
these acts clearly underline the 
need for early progress in the 
peace process," he added. 

Earlier. U.S. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Richard 
Boucher said in a statement on 
Sunday that Washington was 
"concerned at the rising cycle of 
violence in the Middle East in 
recent days*' and called for all 
panics to exercise maximum res- 
traint. 

British junior Foreign Minister 
Douglas Hogg, setting out on a 
one-day trip to Kuwait, said on 
Monday he was "encouraged 
very much" that Syria and Leba- 
non had confirmed on Sunday 
they would attend next week's 
round in Washington. 


PM details plan to combat unemployment 


; (Continued from page 1) 

. resources, conduct surveys be- 
. fore embarking on projects, 

. provide appropriate mechan- 
sm to handle its various tasks 
. and should above ali, direct its 
attention to serve low-income 
groups. 

.« With this in mind, there is 
dire need for reorganising the 
DEF in a manner that would 
cater to the needs of the cur- 
rent situation. The ministries 
of finance, planning and labour 
ought to present the govern- 
ment with an integrated con- 
cept for the work and function 
of the DEF within the space of 
one month from now. 

\ Other institutions like the 
National Aid Fund (NAF) and 
charitable organisations should 
also double their efforts in 
initiating projects to create as 
many job opportunities as 
possible. 

Voluntary and charitable 
pfganisations can play a lead- 
king role at the social and eco- 
nomic levels in urban and rural 
regions and they ought to in- 
tensify their efforts under the 
present circumstances. 

To stimulate these institu- 
tions' function the government 
plans to call for a general 
meeting of the voluntary orga- 
nisations within one month 
from now so that delegates can 
discuss various aspects of acti- 
vities that can be undertaken 
to help stem unemployment. 

The fourth step concerns 
vocational training in Jordan.. 

VTC centres oner an excel- 
lent opportunity to people to 
master trades and embark on 
small and medium size projects 


to earn a living. 

There is real need for im- 
plementing a national prog- 
ramme designed to classify 
technicians and tradesmen 
with a view to defining their 
skills and abilities and facilitat- 
ing their employment locally 
and abroad. Three is need to 
give priority to graduates of 
universities and community 
colleges to become skillful 
technicians at a higher level 
than that acquired at their edu- 
cational institutions. 

I look forward to see the 
ministries of education and 
higher education as well as the 
ministries of planning and* 
labour come up with an inte- 
grated concept of a national 
plan on vocational training 
within three months. 

The fifth step concerns the 
execution of projects that can 
absorb as many hands as possi- 
ble. The ministries of planning, 
public works and water and 
irrigation are mainly con- 
cerned with this issue and 
should embark on measures to 
see tbat such a policy is im- 
plemented so that the country 
can find work for as many 
people as possible. The gov- 
ernment plans to carry out a 
national project for the protec- 
tion of the environment and 
for stemming desertification. 
This requires cooperation on 
the part of the ministries of 
agriculture, industry and trade, 
social development and youth 
to join hands and work out a. 
plan within one month taking 
into account the employment 
of Jordanian youth. 

The sixth step concerns the 
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establishment of an institution 
to encourage Jordanian firms 
to operate abroad and get con- 
tracts to employ Jordanians 
especially m construction, in- 
dustry, education, medicine, 
engineering and consultancy 
fields. Concerned ministries 
ought to present the govern- 
ment with an integrated prog- 
ramme within three months. 

The seventh step regards 
administrative procedures at 
the Civil Service Commission 


(CSC). The CSC should open 
the way for the employment of 
more skilled and highly effi- 
cient people, should open the 
way for civil servants to take 
leave without pay and facilitate 
the process of seconding gov- 
ernment employees to other 
countries. 

I hope that these ideas will 
be given due and serious con- 
sideration and put into force as 
soon as possible so that the 
country can deal with the chro- 
nic problem of unemployment. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Baghdad International School is seeking candi- 
dates in the following subjects: 

- PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

- ARABIC 

with: 

1) appropriate degree in subject 

2) fluency in English 

3) experience in multicultural setting 

Interviews will be conducted at Baghdad Inter- 
national School on March 7 and 8. Candidates 
should be available through March 9 for final 
confirmation and should make hotel reservations 
accordingly. 

Also Baghdad International School is looking for 
candidates who are native and/or fluent English 
speakers on the following disciplines: 

Economics/History 
Chemistry 
Math/Computers 
Regular English 
E S L English 

All candidates should be 1)Able to teach G. 
7-12 if required 2) Be familiar with the British 
GCE A & O level syllabi of the above subjects 
3) Have preferably an MA and/or at least 5 years 
experience. 

Candidates should appear for interview on 
March 7-9 in Baghdad International School and 
should arrange for hotel reservation in Baghdad 
accordingly. All candidates should notify of their 
intent to appear for interviews on March 7-9 : 
A. Hallak, tel. 686845 
P.O. Box 2113 
Amman-Jordan 

Attn.: Baghdad International School 



Under the Patronage of Their Highnesses 
Prince Raad and Princess Majida 




The National Music Conservatory / Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The Embassy of Japan # 

present 


The Japanese Percussion Ensemble 
JUNDO RENZAN and the «RYU» 

in a 

Gala Production of drumming, singing and dancing 
Wednesday, February 19, 1992 — 7:00 p. m. 

The Palace of Culture — Al Hussein Youth City 

- Tickets for JD 5, 3 and 2 are available at: - 



• The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026 • The Japanese Embassy, tel. 672486 

• Babiche, tel. 661322 • Safeway, tel. 685311 

• Philadelphia Hotel, tel. 663100 • Gallery Phenix. tel. 695291 

# The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
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ALWAfS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

Tacking, air freight [ 
FORWAflOtNG, DOOR -to 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7t00 — Midnight 

TeL 938968 



CROWN 1 

INT'L EST. li 
3 acking, shipping. | 
jrwarding. storage. 
earing,, door-to-door jj 
service 1 
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4 Rents* Sale , 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent andl 
sale - tumished or unfurj 
nished. 

Also many lots of land arel 
available for sale. 

For further details, please! 
call 

lAbdoun Real 
Estate 

[Tel. 810605, 810609, 

Fax: 81032®. 


X CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30- Midnight / 


STUDIO I1AIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO photo 
sizm 30% larger 

* Free Metal Frame 

13 x 18 c.m 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skffied Chinese Chefs 


tea IJ.vUJlV A hMi-ILW duly 

akm away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

|TeL 661922, Amiran) S &X 

£ lasted 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


CALLSOHA 

AT 


QQj2|QQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 



real estate 

“R” 


us 


Just call N1DAL 

693037 



RCAUOW 



AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
U$0-15M & l&3Q-23 m JQ 

. Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DiUEOTEL 

iNr l l , |l = 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
PO. Bor 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Russian wins record 10th Winter 
Olympics medal with relay 


ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 
— Russian Raisa Smetanina, still 
racing the world's best over cross 
country ski trails at age 39, won a 
record 10th Winter Olympics 
medal Monday as she helped her 
team to a relay gold. 

The relay's anchor skier. 
Lyubov Egorova, became these 
games' first triple gold medalist. 
She already had won the 10- and 
15-kilometre individual races 
and took a silver medal in the 5k. 

The quartet from the Unified 
Team of former Soviet athletes 
finished the 4 x 5k relay 21.6 
seconds ahead of Norway, which 
had a stellar Sunday with victor- 
ies by a speedkater and Alpine 
skier recently out of hospitals. 

Smetanina, skiing the second 
leg, stumbled at one point and 
Norway's Inger Helene Nybraten 
overtook her. On the next leg, 
Larisa Lasutina, starting 9.2 
seconds behind the Norwegians, 
regained the lead for the Unified 
Team. 

“It was very difficult for me 
because I realised that I couldn't 
do as well as I was hoping for," 
said Smetanina. “But still I'm 
very happy because it may be my 
last gold medal." 

Italy took the bronze, 50.1 
seconds behind the winners over 
the hilly, 1 ,600- metre track at the 
foot of Mount Blanc. 

Smetanina, who turns 40 on 
Feb. 29, is in her fifth Olympics. 
In her first, the 1976 Innsbruck 
games, she won relay and 10k 
golds and a silver in the 5k, 

She now has four gold, five 
silver and one bronze medal, 
surpassing the total of nine med- 
als by Swedish cross country skier 


Sixten Jemberg. He won four 
gold, three silver and two bronze 
medals in three Winter Olympics 
starting in 1956. 

The Unified Team, however, 
still trailed Germany and Austria 
for overall medals supremacy in 
these games. Germany had 18, 
including seven gold, and Austria 
16, including four gold. The Uni- 
fied Team had 15, including six 
gold. 

Right behind them. Norway's 
tally of six gold medals and 13 in 
all was approaching its recent 
Winter Olympic best of six golds 
and 14 medals in 1968, when it 
led the standings- 

France, celebrating its three 
gold and three stiver medals so 
for, hoped for another victory by 
skier Carole Merle, but snow and 
fog at Meribel forced a one-day 
postponement in the women’s 
super-giant slalom. It was the first 
time in these games that an event 
could not be held on the sche- 
duled day. 

Norway, which started ski 
jumping contests more than a 
century ago, left that field Sunday 
to “flying Finn" Toni Nieminen, 
a double gold medalist at age 16. 

But Jobann Olav Koss, hospi- 
talised a week ago with a pan- 
creatic infection, led a 1-2 Norwe- 
gian finish in the men’s 1,500- 
metre speedskating. And Kjetfl 
Andre Aamodt, down with 
mononucleosis m November and 
flu last week, won the men's 
super-giant slalom — Norway’s 
first Olympic gold in Alpine 
skiing in 40 years. Countrymen 
placed third and fourth. 

In Norway, “Alpine siding has 
been in the shadow of Nordic 


Navratilova wins record 
158th career tennis title 


CHICAGO (R) — Martina Nav- 
ratilova won a record 15Sth 
career singles title Sunday by 
saving a match point to beat 
Czechoslovakian Jana Novotna 
7-6 (7-4) 4-6, 7-5 at the $350,000 
Virginia Slims of Chicago tourna- 
ment. 

“You can say it's just another 
match, just another tournament, 
just another downhill race but it's 
not," said the fourth-ranked Nav- 
ratilova. “It’s the Olympics. It's 
not just another race. 


“You can lie to yourself all you 
want but when the record's on the 
line, it puts tremendous p ressure 
on you." 

The 35-year-old Navratilova 
had shared the all-time record 
with her longtime rival Chris 
Evert, who retired two years ago. 
-Jimmy Connors bolds the men’s 
mark at 109 career singles titles. 

“I'm glad it’s over,” Navratilo- 
va said of the four-month wait 
since her last title at the Virginia 
Slims of California. 


Washington wins 1st pro title 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — 
Malivai Washington completed 
an impressive ran to his first 
professional singles title with a 
6-3, 6-2 victory over Wayne Fer- 
reira in the Federal Express In- 
ternational. 

Washington, the No. 14 seed, 
never let his South African oppo- 
nent get his power game in gear, 
using his strong strokes from the 
baseline and well-timed rushes to 
the net to keep Ferreira on the 
defensive. 

Washington, who did not lose a 


set in his five matches, also de- 
pended upon his patience and 
methodical style of [day as he 
posted a semifinal round victory 
over Jimmy Connors on his way 
to winning the $103,000 winner’s 
check. 

Seventh-seeded Ferreira upen- 
ded Pete Sampras, the world’s 
No. 4 player, in straight sets in 
the third round and rushed past 
unseeded Amos Mansdorf in two 
sets in Saturday's semifinals. Fer- 
reira earned $55,400 for finishing 
second. 


Becker beats Courier in 
Brussels indoor final 


BRUSSELS (R) — Boris Becker 
saved three match points in the 
third set before going on to beat 
world number one Jim Courier 
6-7 2-6 7-6 7-6 7-5 in the final of 
the Belgian Indoor Tennis 
Tournament Sunday. 

It was American Courier’s 
fourth loss in as many matches 
against the German, who also 
won the tournament in 1990. 

Becker survived the three 
matchpoints in the third set tie- 
break which he won 12-10. 


He then wasted three match 
points in the final set before 
Courier finally lost the four hour 
55 minute match on a double 
fault. 

Becker, who took home a win- 
ner’s cheque of $111,000, re- 
appeared on court soon after- 
wards to play the doubles final 
with John McEnroe. Said 
Courier: “I'm not going to tor- 
ture myself. I played the best I 
could. He came with the shots at 
the right moment." 


fl 
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MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR TRICKS 
Both vulnerable. South deals. suit. 

NORTH West led the king of c! 

*75 sight of dummy brought 

K Q J 7 East's heart. Two clul 

A Q J 6 2 the ace of hearts would < 

+ 65 ^ book, but from where ' 

**T EAST tintr trick comimr? Sr 


WEST EAST 

♦ 84 ♦ K 3 2 

•943 2 A 10 86 

: a 7 8 4 3 

♦ A K 10 7 2 * Q J 8 

SOUTH 

♦ AQ J 10 9 6 

I K 10 6 

♦ 9 4 3 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

2 ♦ Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 ' Pass 3 ♦ Pass 

4 ♦ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 4 
There is nothing more embar- 
rassing for o defender than going to 
bed with an are. If you have found a 
way to defeat a contract, make sure 
you collect all your tricks. 

North-South were playing weak 
two-bids, and even at this vulnera- 
bility the South hand uos maximum 
for such action. North showed inter- 
est in game (two no trump was forc- 
ing and three diamonds showed a 
feature in that suit * and. although 
the three-spade bid was technically 
a sign-off. South went on to game on 
the strength of the near-solid trump 


suit. 

West led the king of dubs and the 
sight of dummy brought little joy to 
East's heart. Two club tricks and 
the ace of hearts would complete the 
book, but from where was the set- 
ting trick coming? South almost 
surely held the king of diamonds, 
and if noL that card would be fines- 
sable if necessary, so there were no 
moia tricks to be had from the side 
suits. The king of trumps was the 
only hope, but it could be picked up 
with repeat finesses. If dummy 
could be forced to ruff, however, the 
king of trumps would become the 
fourth defensive trick. 

East dropped the queen of clubs 
under the king, showing either the 
jack or a singleton. West duly un- 
derled the ace of dubs, and East was 
on lead with the jack. 

A careless defender might now 
hand declarer the contract by con- 
tinuing with a club. Dummy would 
ruff and although the king of trumps 
would now be protected, declarer 
would sneak home. After ruffing the 
club on the table, declarer would 
take the trump finesse, cash the ace 
and then run diamonds. East would 
be able to niff the fourth round with 
the king, but declarer's heart would 
vonish on that trick. That possibili- 
ty was laid to rest when East wisely 
cashed the ace of hearts before con- 
tinuing with a club— down one. 


skiing for yean." said bronze 
medalist Jan Einar Thorsen. In- 
deed, three Norwegian golds here 
came in cross country skiing. 

French skier Franck Piccard 
joined Austrians Leonh&Td 
Stock, Hubert Strolz and Anita 
Wachter in succumbing to a jinx 
— no Alpine skier ever has won 
the same event twice in the Olym- 
pics. He fell after only seven of 
the 39 super-G gates. 

Four-time World Cup cham- 
pion Marc Girardelli of Luxem- 
bourg ended his Olympic medal 
brought by winning the silver. 

But the day belonged to Nor- 
way and to Aamodt, 20, who won 
by a respectable .73 second in an 
event often decided by hun- 
dredths. Behind bronze medalist 
Thorsen, Norwegian teammate 
Ole Christian Furaseth placed 
fourth. 

“It’s very dose at the top and if 
you make a little mistake, you 
drop 20 places immediately," said 
Aamodt, who missed the com- 
bined event last Monday and 
Tuesday because of flu. 

Last November, be was in the 
hospital for two weeks with 
mononucleosis. He said doctors 
warned him it would take six 
months to get over the virus. 

Koss came out of a hospital on 
Feb. 9, and four days later 
finished only sixth in the men’s 
5,000, one of three events in 
which he holds the world record. 

But Sunday, he edged team- 
mate Adne Sondral and Dutch 
skater Leo Visser in a 1,500- 
metre race in which the top three 
times were within one-tenth of a 
second. 

“It feels great to be a Norwe- 


gian when we do it so well in so 
many sports,” Koss said. 

In the 120-metre ski jump, 
Nieminen won a battle of teena- 
gers, soaring 122 and 123 metres, 
while 17-year-old Austrian Mar- 
tin Hoellwarth went 120-5 and 
1165. Another Austrian, Heinz 
Kuttin, jumped 117.5 and 112, 
winning the bronze. 

“I felt the pressure after Mar- 
tin’s good (second) jump, but I 
had to forget it and to cocentrate 
on my own jump,” said 
Nieminen, who faced similar 
pressure last Friday when his last 
jump pushed Finland past Au- 
stria for a gold medal in the team 
event. 

That made him the youngest 
male gold medalist ever in the 
Winter Olympics. 

Switzerland, frustrated in 
Alpine skiing, won its first gold of 
these games when bobsledders 
Gustav Weder and Donat Acklin 
surged from their fifth-place 
standing after Saturday's first two 
runs and edged Germany’s Rudi 
Lochner and Markus Zimmer- 
mann in the closest finish since 
the 1968 Olympics. 

The winning German sled — 
Christoph Langen and Gunther 
Eger — took the bronze. 

The German skiing-and- 
sbooting team beat athletes of 
what was the Soviet Union for the 
first time in an Olympic biathlon 
relay, winning the 4 x 7.5- 
kilometre event by 22.8 seconds. 

Mark Kirchner, who led a 1-2 
Genian finisn in the 10k indi- 
vidual race, gained his second 
gold here. Sweden took the 
bronze. 


Duchesnays under pressure 
to win ice dancing gold 


ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 
— Nerves are fraying in the 
Duchesnay camp. 

French ice dancing sup e r st a rs 
Isabelle and Paul Duchesnay car- 
ry the high expectations of their 
country into tonight’s free dance. 
If that’s not enough, they will 
have to come from second place 
and beat Marina Klimova and 
Sergei Ponomarenko of the un- 
ified team by two places to win the 
gold medal. 

“For Duchesnays, it is diffi- 
cult," Ponomarenko said. “Ev- 
erybody wants them to win. We 
can just go out and skate..". 

The strain showed Sunday 
night following the original 
dance. 

“My sister is giving me a hard 
time," Paul said as Isabelle grab- 
bed him tightly by the arm and 
dragged him away from a group 
of reporters. 

Minutes before, Christopher 
Dean, the couple’s choreog- 
rapher and Isabelle’s husband, 
uncharacteristically refused to 
speak to reporters. 

Before Isabelle interceded. 
Paul discussed frankly the stress 
of being defending world cham- 
pions competing for an Olympic 
medal in their own land. 

“It’s not easy living with the 
daily pressure," said Paul, who 
with his sister left Canada to 


skate for France seven years ago. 
“The evenings are very stressful. 
We’ll be glad when it’s all over.” 

On the ice, the Duchesnays 
couldn’t have looked' happier. 
Accompanied by the rhythmic 
clapping of their adopted coun- 
trymen, they skated a whimsical 
and spunky polka to The Lonely 
Goatherd from The Sound of 
Music, with Paul wearing 
leaderhosen and Isabelle a blue 
tyrolean-style dress. 

The Duchesnays’ marks placed 
them second in the original dance 
and second overall. The couple 
had been third after Friday's 
compulsories. 

The couple will be skating their 
free dance to music from West 
Side Story, an eagerly anticipated 
routine that has been seen by 
only a few ice dandng insiders. 

“Our thoughts are only on a 
good performance,” Paul said. 
“We’ll give our best shot tomor- 
row night without any medals in 
mind, just to skate well and have 
a nice finish to the Olympics." 

Klimova and Ponomarenko, 
the 1989 and *90 world cham- 
pions, won the 1984 Olympic 
bronze medal and a silver in 1968. 
The Duchesnays may win the free 
dance, but the unified couple will 
win the gold even if they finish 
second tonight. 


A1 Wihdat takes home 
premier league trophy 

By Akfid Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Hie last match of the 1991 premier league proved to 
be one of the most interesting and enjoyable matches of the 
season, when A1 Wihdat Monday drew 1-1 with A! Faisali and 
took home die 1991 trophy. 

The match played at A1 Hussein Youth City Stadium and held 
under the patronage of His Majesty King Hussein, was attended 
by His Highness Prince Ra’ad Bin Zeid and Minister of Youth 
Saleh Irsbeidat Over 15,000 soccer fens also attended despite live 
television coverage. 

A1 Wihdat bad already secured the title early in the cham- 
pionship. But A1 Faisali needed to win or draw, to secure the 
second place leaving AI Ramtha to settle for third. 

A1 Faisali dominated the match early on in the first half. Jamal 
Abu Abed scored for Al Faisali with an accurate shot from just 
outside the penalty box in the 17th minute. Al Faisali later had 
many chances but foiled to score. 

Al Wihdat’s Naser Al Horani scored his team’s equalising goal 
from a header eariy in the second half, as the match changed to Al 
Wihdat’s advantage with Hishatn Abdul Mun’em leading his 
team’s attacks in the absence of the injured Ibrahim Sa’cfiyeh, 
Rateb Hasanat and Ra’ed Assaf. 

Al Faisali also missed a key player ... Khaled Awad. 

Towards the end of the second half there were repeated 
attempts by Al Wibdat’s Jihad Abdul Mnn’em (the league's top 
scorer), and Ai Faisali’s Jiryes Tadros to score second goals for 
their respective teams, but to no avail. 

Both teams were content with foe draw. 

Al Wihdat added the 1991 premier league tide to their 
previous titles of 1980 and 1967. Al Faisali has won the title a 
record eight times in 1976, 1977, 1983, 1985, 1986, 1988, 1989 and 
1990. Al Ahli won the title twice in 1978 and 1979. Al Ramtha 
also has won twice, in 1981 and 1982, while Amm an won the title 
in 1984. 

Earlier in the week, Ai Wihdat scored a victory over Al 
Ramtha in a much awaited match by both' teams and soccer fens 
alike. 

Al Ramtha who felt they were ready to play anyone, as they 
had played many of the best Asian teams in the Asian Cop 
Winnfers Cup, longed to beat this season’s champions. 

Al Wihdat on. the other hand, had not played League matches 
for over two mouths, but dearly wanted to assert themselves as 
the well-earned winners of the premier league title. 

The first half ended a scoreless draw, despite a few missed 
chances for Al Ramtha. 

The second half however got off to a bad start for Al Ramtha, 
as Al Wibdat’s Imad Al Zaghal and Jihad Abdul Mun’em scored 
two successive goals in the first minutes. 

Al Ramtha were dearly stunned and began an aggressive 
offensive. Moaffeq Abu Hudeib lost two chances to equalise 
before Qusai Daraiseh scored AI Ramtha’s only goal from a 
header in the 84th inmate, ending the match at 2-1 for Al Wihdat. 

With the premier league matches now completed there remains 
foe Jordan Cup final between Al Wihdat and Al Ramtha on 
Friday Feb. 21 to condude the 1991 soccer season giving players, 
coaches, and fens less than a month’s break before the 1992 
season kicks off on March 20. 


FINAL PREMIER LEAGUE 
STANDINGS 



W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 

Al Wihdat 

15 

2 

1 

34 

7 

32 

AI Faisali 

12 

2 

4 

34 

15 

26 

Al Ramtha 

12 

1 

5 

39 

16 

25 

AIAhH 

9 

*5 • • 

4 •!. 

28 

15 

23 

Al Httsadn 

7 

4- : 

7 

26 

25 

18 

Al Arab* 

6 

5 

7 

23 

17 

17 

AJQadissaeh 7 

2 

9 

17 

29 

16 

Al Kamel 

6 

1 

11 

17 

42 

13 

Aljanreh 

3 

3 

12 

13 

23 

9 

AIM 

. — 

1 

17 

6 

S3 

1 


Krabbe to fight ban 


BERLIN (R) — Double world 
sprint champion Katrin Krabbe, 
Germany’s fop medal hope in the 
summer Olympics, said Monday 
[foe and two star team mates 
would fight their suspension for a 
doping offence in foe courts. 

“Pm not giving up. We’re tak- 
ing this to court," Krabbe said in 
a brief interview with foe mass- 
drculatioa newspaper Bfid in her 
east German home town of 


Neubrandeabnrg. 

The German Athletics Federa- 
tion (DLV) suspended Krabbe, 
22, Silks Moeller, 27, and Grit 
Breuer, 20, for four years Satur- 
day for manipulating urine sam- 
ples during a random dope test at 
a training camp in South Africa 
last month. 

“It’s as if I’ve just taken a blow 
to the forehead,” Krabbe told a 
local journalist. 


Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


HOW ABOUT (SOiN 1 
TO THE AMUSEMENT 
PfcRKWlTH ME? / 
UtoULDVOULlKE / 
that? 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Canon Higtne, Founds!** 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 

Full Moon in Leo eari> rttusmoro* ^ satisfactory and 

mg may point you towards a con- « 

templation of your over-all aims effiaem October 

^objectives which in some ways LIBRA; (September *31 » Ckfober 

SK^ncenaia and likely to 22) A great 

change at present. sures you have enjoyed fwsora^ 

times past with new entertainment 
bus: (March 21 to April 19) and recreations which are now 
eek our the most unusual and available to you- 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) and recreations which are now 
Seek our the most unusual and available to you- 
unique personalities with whom SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
you can make contact and get from 2 11 A good going over of 

diem ideas beneficial for your p^—tiung at yom home and mak- 


progress. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Find persons of prominence who 
are very New Age in their ideas 
and standpoints and let them in on 
how they can beat aid year career 
interests. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Be 
off and away to aO kinds of places 
and with persons you have not 
known before this 'and let them be 
more aware of what they can do to 
help you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) You can look at relations 
with your dose attachment from a 
different angle and be able to 
please that person by some new 
standpoint. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
would be inteffigeat now to add 
some very alive and modern perso- 
nalities to your group so you can 
extend your ideas to new, better 
vistas. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can phmge into whatever 


everything at your home and mat- 
ing it more modem and up to date 
would be a constructive way to 
u tifag this day. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Coraniuiucaoomot 
all kinds, both to conventi onal «» 

unconventional types ofpenoos 
would yield, you very beuefioai 
results by quick action. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 » 
January 20) Be more current m the 
manner in which you handle win 
att en d to whatever has to do with 
yovtr property and possessions and 
you increase their value. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You certainly have many 
good ideas and plans of action to 
bring to the attention of th ose wh o 
are able to help you to prosper 
through them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March , 
20) Money, money is at the centre * 
of your thoughts now so ma ke sure 
that you study all kinds of interest- 
ing ways to increase your abund- 
ance. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRIS 

IZ-2I 


U 



u l understand marriages are 
made in heaven. Did mine 
come with a warranty?" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour J umbies, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary wonts. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
rorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
flested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: u I 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PILOT COWER SAVAGE UNCLAD 
AnsW8r ^ ^ company 110 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Place for an 


9 Graentth-Wue 

13 Refuge 

14 Stopovers 

15 Steger Guthrie 

16 Revoke as a 


22 Room wi a casa 

23 Bevaie 

25 Bungled 
29 Ascertain 

31 Before gram or 

graph 

32 orient 

34 Fiber plant 
38 Literary form 
40 Testate 
42 Venturas 

.43 Draw a — on 

45 Graham of 
football 

46 Small songbird 
48 "Gunsmoke" 

name 

50 Came up 
52 Harness 
fastener 

54 ‘To — not to 
be" 

55 City on the Ohio 
61 In — foxed by 

routine) 

82 Madras 


63Enenvter 
64 — of passage 
85 Son of Seth 

66 Seems imminent 

67 Forest animal 

68 Taka out - 

69 Other 

DOWN 

1 FBI the hold 

2 Done 

3 Toby's c on te nts 

4 Catch 



■■■ aaSSSS 


OISBI Tiftgft* Made Somcas w. 
M mpu Rww' 


iSSS aw 


5 Cordage fiber 

6 Some plants 

7 Tmy Insect 

8 "Ad astra 
pw—' “ 

g Booth of Indiana 

lOLakelndtens 

11 "One — " 
(Romberg song) 

12 Oodles 

13 Panama 

20 US president 
24Sma| — 


25 Celtics star 
Larry 

26 Music halls 

27 Make haste 

28 Composer from 
Peru, IN 

30 Ms Keti 
33 Both: prof. 

35 Old mot: Ger. 

36 Dog docs 

37 Aphrodite's son 
39 Goddess of 

fortuity 


LI M rig rji 

nanag nr 
nnnnri m 

□QnnriigQf 

nnn Qnnn 
nng ngn 
gnnnog i 
pnnn ni 
Hagnnnrni 
nnnm 
QDnnniin 

nanaa Mi 

nnRR nhl 

iDQoin mhi 


Solved: 


SonShSf “Du 

3'& v6 "' 

53 Aromatic ea* “‘7? 
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Financial 

maikets 


lv.- M^n Tbnes 

. « co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Ui Dollar Is In te r n ati onal Markets 


r CatTWCy. 

. sierfiag Phand* - ■ 

. jfcalsdbe Mark _ 

Swas-Frasc' 
ftotdi Frtac . 

Japanese Yen, 

EBttpeaa Cnreny- Uni! 

-.‘ISDAtSTG 

■ t^Eaw— t >W «k e '&■ KM i.BL GMT 

ftrOCBfiwcj Interest Kates 

.{CWrew? ‘ 1 ft 

. C& Pater — 3^ 

- ^rfiBg PtotuHl J0 _ 

Deutsche Mark 9 , 

Swgs Franc 7 _ 

French Franc 9,1 

Japanese Yen 5^ 


I WH hr imbIi rumiint I'.S. fUbn IJHMMOor cqnivste*. 


C tost 

&£ 

iMcW/Zfmz 

17/2/19% 

1.7710 

7.784 5 

1.6265 

7.6704 

1.4650 

1.4540 

5.5535 • 

5.5045 “ 

127.90 

126.93 

7.2575 

1.2656 ** 

Daft: 

17/2/1992 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MT 

3:93 

6.00 

4.1$ 

4.43 

10.50 

■10. IB 

10.06 

70.00 

9.56 

9.43 

9.5 0 

9.3/ 

7.3 1 

7.31 

7.25 

7.16 

9.93 

9.93 

9.S7 

9.75 

5.50 

5.15 

4.93 

4.S7 

10. 16 

10. IS 

10. IS 

9.93 


MdaJ 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

Gold . 

354.40 

6.75 

Silver 


0mt *' T7/2/199Z 

USD/Ozl JD/Gm 


Central Bask of Jordan E x c han ge Kata BoDetln 

Dm 

Currency ~~ Bid 

115. Dollar 0.6790 

Storing P«"«* 7.?fQ8 

Deutsche Mark 0.4207 

Swiss Franc 0 , 4*74 

French Franc 0.1232 

Japanese Yen* . 0.5335 

Dutch Gnflder . 0.3740 

Swedish Krona 0.1155 

Italian Lira* 0,0561 

Belgian Fraoc 0.02023 


Other QaiMdes 
Current}' 

Bahraini Dinar 


77/2/7992 

Offer 

0.6810 


17/2/19% 


I 


Saadi ftiyml . 

0.1808 

0.7S77 

Kttmrio Dtaar.. , 

s> .* . . 

. - 

QqariJUy* - 1 

~ .'0.1840 

. 0.7S49 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2020 

0.2750 

Omani Riyal 

1.7380 

1.7460 

UAE Dirham 

0.7840 

0.7849 

Greek Drachma' 

03607 

0.3700 . 

Cypriot Pound 

7.4790 

7.5025 


CAB tadkM for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

15 . 2. 1992 Close 

16 . 2. 1992 Close 

Afl-Sbare 

137.65 

739.59 

Banking Sector- 

110.60 

773.69 

Insurance Sector 

134.65 

735.78 

Wastry Sector 

778.32 

• 778.43 

ESSESSSHi 

154.76 

753.95 ! 


IWr it. ma 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

■ leading worid currencies and gold against die dollar at midsession 

- on the -London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

; Om* Ster|nM 

1.7740/50 

U.S. dollar 

. One U^TfoUar 

1.1875/80 

Canadian dollar 


1.6195/05 

Deutschemarks 

— „ - . 

1.8265/75 

Dutch guilders 


1.4618/28 

Swiss francs 

. '• . : i - • 

33.35/39 

Belgian francs 


5.5200/50 

French francs 

*— • •• \ \ ■ 

1217/1218 

Italian lire 

, . ' 'v.’-i ' 

126.85/95 

Japanese yen 


5.8850/8900 

Swedish crowns 


6.3575/3625 

Norwegian crowns 


6.2840/90 

Danish crowns 

■ One ounce pf gold 

354.20/354.70 

U.S. dollars 


CONCORD 

Kim Basinger 

TOO HOT 
TO HANDLE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 6:30, 10:30 
p.m. 


■ ■ ' iei: 

AI Mashini Theatre 


Tel: 677420 


Today and everyday 

SEAMAN AL SHAKLABAH” 
(Sommersault Time) play 

Confinuesiis shows 

^ring : “Abu Awwad tteighbourtoad" family 
at 8 pm everyday 


Dadzie accepts need 
to reform UNCTAD 


CARTAGENA, Colombia (R) 
— The head of the U.N. agency 
promoting world trade and de- 
velopment recognises the need 
for reforms, following Western 
accusations that it has become a 
stagnant and divisive talking 
shop. 

Kenneth Dadzie, secretary- 
general of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and De- 
velopment (UNCTAD), believes 
bis organisation has an important 
role in the post-cold war world. 

But asked about criticisms of 
its operations, Mr. Dadzie told 
Reuters be had no doubt that 
UNCTAD’s work “needs to be 
updated and adjusted to take into 
account current realities.” 

UNCTAD is holding its eighth 
conference in this Caribbean re- 
sort at a critical point in its 
history. 

Western governments accuse 
the 166-member grouping, 
formed in the early 1960s to 
promote world trade and spur 


Iran sets up 
Caspian 
zone with 4 
ex-Soviet 
republics 


ile debates and accusatory pole- kets, which has badly hit poor 

imcs.” countries’ export earnings. QrwTIf^t 

Mr. Dadzie, 61, a soft-spoken But a key issue is the future CX“v3UVlCt 
Ghanaian with an economics de- shape of UNCTAD. , 

gree from Britain’s Cambridge Western states say the group Klipe 

University, staunchly defends the system, which often pits indust- 1 VU U UUWO 

organisation, while accepting that rid agai^ d^loping countries, N > R % _ Ira _ 

it needs to be mod-raised. is inflexible. They want the agen- ltriKAPi (K) . 1 r a « 

“The end of the cold war has cy to become a body for analysis announced Monday it had 

brought in its wake profound and debate, shedding most of its formed a Cas^an Sea coopera- 

changes in the international poli- current role as a negotiating ^ 
tkariand economic contest/* “r. *»«>■ 

Dsttae sari iu an mte™r» be^i President Akbar 

Hashemi Rafsanjani told repor- 

». On son* questions. UN- be had ja held s 

UNCTAD had contributed, he CTAD should remain a forum for meetmg of headserf state and 
UNLIAD naa conmomeo, representatives from the four 

On others, talks should take Caspian Sea neighbours. 
‘’UNCTAD can be of immense place elsewhere. Some of its sub- “This organisation is unrelated 

assistance to countries in seizing si diary bodies could be abolished 1° the Economic Cooperation 

the opportunity for promoting or merged, he said. Organisation (ECO) and will act 

international economic coopera- Developing nations are con- independently and interna tional- 
tion and development,'! he said, cemed that industrial countries’ ly/* be said. A charter for the 
New realities confronting the 
body included widespread re- 
liance on market forces in econo- 
mic policy, growing concern ab- 


moves towards large trading blocs new group would be drawn up 


could increase protectionism. 
Mr. Dadzie said regional blocs 


later. 

There bad been little to indi- 


development of poor nations, of out the environment and stress on 
ineffectiveness and time wasting. 8°°d government, he said. _ 


U.S. delegate Melinda Kimble 
said last week that after initial 
creative work, UNCTAD had 
“stagnated, been reduced to ster- 


Delegates to the meeting, 
which lasts until Feb. 25, are 
discussing development, trade 
and the slump in commodity mar- 


could generate growth and propel CTte that a Caspian Sea pact was 
the world economy. But, if they ™ the making. President Rafcan- 
disrcgarded the principles of the J*™ f* 15 * mentioned it Sunday 
multilateral trading system, “they when welcoming Azen President 


could create problems for non- 
participants and generate trade 
conflicts.” 


Japanese plan 
faces obstacles 
with bureaucrats 


i 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's ruling 
party has unveiled long-awaited 
proposals to spur the nation’s 
economy and prop up a sagging 
stock market, but key compo- 
nents of the plan appear unlikely 
to win the support of powerful 
bureaucrats. 

The Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), anxious to please its big 
business constituents before 
elections this summer, formally 
adopted proposals that ask for 
what, amounts to a cut in the 
central bank's official discount 
rate as well as measures that 
would make the shares of 
Japanese companies more attrac- 
tive. 

While the financial authorities 
acknowledge the importance of 
baiting the recent slide in the 
stock market, they do not appear 
willing to jeopardise economic 
stability by fanning inflation in 
the process — namely with a cut 
in interest rates. 

Reflecting the opposition such 
a request is likely to arouse, the 
LDP couched its official request 
in central banker language — 
urging a “proper and flexible” 
monetary policy — but top party 
poUtidans say the wording is 
really a call for a cut in the 
discount rate. 

The key discount rate was last 
lowered a half point to 4.5 per 
cent on Dec. 30 and some private 
analysts ray another half point cut 
may be needed to ensure that tire 
slowing economy picks up by 
summer. 

Speaking before the LDP prop- 
osals were released. Finance 


plan Iran’s 

acles non-oil 

sucrats exports 

Minister Tsutomu Hata appeared ■ 

far from supportive of further _■ i_ ■ 

rate cuts. UOUDIe 

“Various people with responsi- Wra WW M mm U WW 

bility for the economy have been 

cautious about it (a rate cut).” NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s non-oil 
Some people are worried about exports more than doubled in the 
the level of returns on their rav- last nine months of 1991 and are 
ings, Mr. Hata said. “If we force on course to maintain that in- 
a discount rate cut, it would have crease for the whole of the finan- 
an adverse effect.” cial year, the Iranian News Agen- 

Mr. Hata, as well as Bank of cy IRNA has reported. 


Japan Governor Yasushi Mieno, 
have expressed fears that cutting 


The agency, quoting Commerce 
Minister Abdolhossein Vahhaji, 


interest rates now could increase said exports rose 110 per cent to 
inflationaiy pressures. $1.85 billion in the nine-months 

Asked at another news confer- to Dec. 21. 
ence about the LDP plea for Mr. Vahhaji said exports 
lower rates, Hiroshi Yasuda, looked set to reach $2.6 billion by 
Japan’s vice finance minister, also die end of the Iranian year on 
appeared unlikely to bndge, Mifrch 20, dbiible the previous 
saying the ministry of finance is year’s figure, thanks to goyem- 
going to take medium-to longer- ment export promotion policies. 

term measures to prop up stocks. 

Indeed, the LDP’s statutory . „ 

{dans to revive the Tokyo stock hITl/ITin/ll 

market could win wider support. A. liiCllJLlCIl 

Mr. Hata told a news confer- . -w- y 

ence that the ministry of finance's ini' H 2 

(MOF) main objective is to re- AU-L A. At 

bufld investor confidence in the CAMBRIDGE (AP)— Harvard 
Tokyo stock market, and has University, which has the largest 
recently appeare d to support endowment of any university in 


to Dec. 21. 

Mr. Vahhaji said exports 
looked set to reach $2.6 billion by 
die end of the Iranian year on 
M&ch 20, double die previous 
year’s figure, thanks to govern- 
ment export promotion policies. 


Ayaz Mutalibov and Turkmen 
President Sapammrad Niyazov at 
Tehran Airport. 

Iran is currently holding the 
first summit of ECO, founded 27 
years ago by Iran, Pakistan and 
Turkey and now being expanded 
to include at least three and 
possibly six former Soviet repub- 
lics in central Asia and Trans- 
caucasia. 

“We supported President Raf- 
sanjani’s suggestion and all coun- 
tries around the Caspian Sea will 
take part in this new organisa- 
tion," Mr. Mutalibov told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Niyazov said he was 
pleased the new group had been 
established and said its activities 
would be important and useful. 

Tehran radio said member 
states agreed to make Tehran the 
headquarters of the new orga- 
nisation. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said President Rafsanjani 
had proposed cooperation in va- 
rious fields, including the use of 
marine resources in the Caspian 
Sea. 

ECO members were due to 
close their two-day summit by 
signing a preferential tariff agree- 
ment and admitting new mem- 
bers. Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan were certain to 
join. 


Financial difficulties 
hit Harvard 


some of the specific measures 
being put forward by the LDP 
such as encouraging . higher di- 
vidends. 

The LDP’s proposal asked for 
measures to help stock prices that 
include revising corporate di- 
vided policy, studying legal 
changes to allow firms to buy 
their own shares and studying 
reform of securities taxes and 
reform of the futures market. 


Jordan- Japan Friendship Association 
welcomes in A mman 

The Japanese Percussion Ensemble Jundo Renzan 
and the “RYU” . 

Under the Patronage of Their Highnesses 
Prince Raad and Princess Majida 
The National Music Conservatory /Noor Al 
Hnsprin Foundation 
in a 

Gala production of drumming, singing and dancing 
Wednesday, February 19, 1992 
7:00 p.m. 

The Palace of Culture — Al Hussein Youth City 


the world, finished the 1991 fiscal 
year with a $41.9 million deficit 
and is operating at a loss this 
year. 

Deferred maintenance, greatly 
increased costs of employee be- 
nefits, and a lackluster perform- 
ance of endowment investments 
produced financial problems, 
according to statements. 

The deficit on last year’s $1.2 
billion budget resulted almost en- 
tirely from a new and retroactive 
bookkeeping step of including the 
cost of deferred maintenance 
$76.5 million a year — in the 


"budget. 

About 20 per cent of the uni- 
versity's total budget comes from , 
income of the endowment, which 
totals $4.6 billion. 

The biggest financial problem 
this year is the current $11.7 
million deficit in the $200 million 
budget for Harvard's under- 
graduate school, the Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences. 

“Yes, we have some financial 
problems,” Harvard President 
Neil Rudenstine said. “They are 
manageable. They can be dealt 
with in an orderly and timely 
way... but you’re going to see 
some tightening, no question ab- 
out it.” 



Eddie Murphy & Nick Nolle 
In 

ANOTHER 48 HOURS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. &15.&J0. 10-J0 . 

Special shows for children on Thursdays 
and Fridays at 11:30 a.m. 

\ SPIDER MAN 


r Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 6251 


Noor Al Sharif 
in 

Naji Al Ali 

Arabic 


Shows: 3-JO, 6:30, 8:30, 1030 p.m 



FOR SALE OR RENT 

Big mansion in the best area of Abdoun, 1 ,600m 2 /! and, 
1,200m 2 space, with first class finishing and furniture, 
good for embassy office space or ambassador’s resi- 
dence. 

Please call 687821/687822 
Mr. Khaled Saudi. 

CARS FOR SALE — DUTY UNPAID 

1- fiord Taurus Station Wagon — fully loaded model 88 — 
Burgundy. 

2. Ford Thunderbird, model 87 black. 

Both cars are in excellent condition and to go for highest 
price. 

TeL 691868 


ATTN: IMPORTERS 


We offer from India high grade 

REAL LEATHER JACKETS, 
SKIRTS, SHOE UPPERS, 
SYNTHETIC SHOES 

and 

FINISHED LEATHER 

Contact: Mr. B.S. SABNAN1, 

Al-Rudha Hall, 
Hotel Philadelphia, 
Amman. 

At the Buyer-Seller Meet of 
THE P.E.C. OF INDIA LTD. 

(till 25th Feb., 1992). 


U.S. study finds 
big bank mergers 
do not save costs 

ATLANTA (R) — Big U.S. bank mergers in the mid-1980s 
apparently brought little or no cost savings for the institutions, 
according to a study by the Federal Reserve Bank (Fed) of Atlanta. 

The Atlanta Federal Reserve, one of the U.S. central bank’s 12 
regional banks, conducted a nationwide study from 1982 to 1986 of 
banks with assets in excess of $100 million that had merged. The 
Study found that “non-interest expenses — the sum of salaries, 
premises and other expenses — as a per cent of total assets tended 
not to decrease in the new partnership.*’ 

And, non-interest expenses as a per cent of assets actually 
increased in the four years after a merger, compared with the rates in 
the two before the deals. 

Proponents of U.S. financial industry consolidation argue that 
mergers are needed to cut overhead and make American banks more 
competitive with their giant Japanese rivals. 

Non-interest expenses rose most sharply in banks with assets over 
$10 billion, the study said. 

The study's data “also suggest that the acquiring banks were more 
efficient than the industry on average prior to their mergers but were 
no more efficient than the indusrry after the merger.** the Atlanta Fed> 
said. 

The study cautioned that the increases in expense ratios may have 
been caused by unrelated industry trends and by changes in the 
product mixes after the merger. 

Atlanta Fed economists said they found some evidence that bank 
mergers “may generate cost savings if the acquirer and target banks 
are operating in the same market.” 

Russia hires 
Goldman Sachs 
to woo investors 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russia 
said Monday it had signed up 
U.S. investment bank Goldman 
Sachs as financial adviser to help 
attract foreign capital to kick- 
start the moribund economy. 

“We want to create a new 
image of Russia for foreign inves- 
tors,” Deputy Finance Minister 
Leonid Grigoryev told a news 
conference in Moscow. “We want 
to attract serious Western busi- 
ness investment in Russia. 

Goldman Sachs will advise 
foreign firms of the investment 
prospects, help them through the 
legal and bureaucratic jungle and 
advise the government on how to 
lure venture capital. 

, .“We need teachers, in a sense, 
|in practical things," he said. “We 
receive a lot of intellectual help in 
terms of legal acts, strategic con- 
cepts and so on from internation- 
al agencies, but we need perma- 
nent financial advisers in practical 
terms.” 

“The risks here are obvious to 
an outside firm,” Robert Rubin, 
cochairman of the New York- 
based firm, told the news confer- 
ence. “The opportunities may be 
less obvious but they are enor- 
mous." 

Western firms have shown in- 
terest in investing in the former 


Soviet Union as its leaders strive 
to convert it from a communist to 
a private enterprise economy. 

But the political confusion ami 
such factors as the absence v'. 
legislation to protect foreign in- 
vestors, lack of clarity over taxa- 
tion and the non-convertibility cf 
the rouble have depressed the 
amount of capita* actually corn- 
mined. 

Meanwhile, consumer prices in 
Russia rose 300 to 350 per cent 
from December to January, far 
higher than predicted by the gov- 
ernment of President Boris Yelt- 
sin. 

At the same time, the gross 
national product dropped by be- 
tween 16 and 18 per cent from 
December to January, Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexander 
Shokhin and Deputy Finance 
Minister Andrei Nechayev told a 
news conference. 

Russian government officials, 
in planning the price reforms that 
began on Jan. 2, forecast that the 
cost of food and other consumers 
goods would rise 250 per cent. 
Mr. Shokhin said. 

Instead, prices rose by three to 
three and a half times, he said, 
placing the blame on producers 
and retailers who took advantage 
of scarcity to grab profits. 


AP 

SHME1SAN1 FOR RENT 

Modem, three bedrooms in excellent and clean shape. New paint, new 
wall-to-wall carpet, excellent finishing Located close to shopping and 
office areas west of the Professional Associations Complex. The 
apartment is ready for occupancy with full services: heal, running water, 
electricity, intercom and telephone. Other specifications include large 
living-dining room, two bathrooms, balcony, kitchen. 

Call: 662862 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, American style-living, sitting, 
and dining area, German-style spacious kitchen with tele- 
phone, 3 bathrooms, maid's room with its bathroom, garage 
for two cars and central heating. 

Location: Seventh Circle, near the Royal Automobile Club. 

Call tel.: 812165 (office) 811816 (home) 


APARTMENTS WANTED 

A diplomatic mission is seeking one to four bedroom 
unfurnished apartments for its staff. The size of each 
type of apartment is specified below in net square 
.metres. 

The term net square metres means the sum of the 
square metres measured from wall to wall of the living 
room, dining room, bathrooms, bedrooms, kitchen, 
closets, and halls. Storage and utility rooms and stairs 
are excluded from the calculation. 


Number of bedrooms 

Net square metres 

One 

83 to 92 

Two 

119 to 132 

Three 

174 to 191 

Four 

232 to 224 


The most desirable apartments will have modern 
kitchens and bathrooms, however, the mission is 
willing to consider apartments with older amenities. 

The mission prefers apartments in the Abdoun, 
Sweifieh, Um Utheina, Al Rabieh, Urn Summaq, or 
Jandaweel areas or in the areas from Fourth to Eighth 
Circle but will consider other areas. 

Offers must include the price asked, the number of 
bedrooms in the apartment, the net square footage, the 
address of the apartment, and the name, address and 
telephone number of the owner. Floor plans are 
desirable but not required. 

The mission will deal only with owners. Offqcs should 
be send to: 

Housing Office 
P.O. Box 354 
Amman, Jordan 
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Serb leaders in Croatia defy 
rebellion over U.N. plan 


BELGRADE (R) — The leaders 
of Croatia’s main Serb enclave 
vowed Monday to resist rebel 
parliamentarians trying to oust 
them for defying deployment of 
United Nations peacekeeping 
troops on their territory. 

Milan Babic, president of the 
Krajba enclave, and his govern- 
meat sent an urgent letter to 
U.N. Secretary -General Boutros 
Ghali after rebels in the Serb- 
controlled region's parliament 
voted Sunday to replace them. 

Mr. Babic accused the Repub- 
lic of Serbia, his former staunch 
ally, of being behind moves to 
topple him because he is resisting 
the planned deployment of about 
13,000 peacekeepers in Krajina 
and other Croatian hotspots. 

“Excellency, we assure you 
that a large majority of delegates 
of Krajma’s assembly and the 
people of Krajina support the 
policy of the government of Presi- 
dent Babic,” said the letter, 
which was also seat to news orga- 
nisations. 

“A group of Krajina’s dele- 
gates was forced, or in some cases 
accepted voluntarily, to serve the 
political forces outside Krajina.” 

Mr. Babic said only 39 of Kra- 
jina’s 161 deputies had voted to 
replace him. His government in a 
statement accused the rebels of 
attempting to stage a coup d'etat 

Mr. Babic looked isolated 
nonetheless. 

Croatia and Serbia have 
accepted the U.N. plan, despite 
Croatia's reservations, and the 
Security Council is expected to 
approve the proposals later this 


7 Armenians 
killed in 
fresh 

Karabakh 

fighting 

MOSCOW (R) — Fierce fighting 
between Azeris and Armenians 
has erupted over the disputed 
territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
killing at least seven people, local 
news agencies reported Monday. 

The Armenian News Agency 
Snark said the regional capital 
Stepanakert came under inten- 
sive bombardment Sunday from 
the Azeri stronghold of Shusha, 
about 10 kilometres south. 

“Altogether some 300 missiles 
hit the city. Seven people were 
killed and 16 were wounded. 
Many buildings were badly dam- 
aged and there are still places in 
flames,” it said. 

The Azerbaijani agency Azer- 
infonn reported that more than 
20 Azeri villagers had been killed 
and more than 15 wounded in 
recent fighting in the moun- 
tainous enclave, ruled by Azer- 
baijan since 1923 but populated 
mostly by Armenians. 

More than 1,000 have been 
killed there in the past four years. 

The Azerinform report, carried 
by ITAR-TASS News Agency, 
said Armenian militants had cap- 
tured the Azeri settlement of 
Karadagly. forcing residents to 
hide in a nearby forest. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan, both 
members of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States that re- 
placed the Soviet Union last De- 
cember. have frequently come 
dose to all-out war over Kara- 
bakh and accuse each other of 
pogroms in the territory. 

Azeri President Ayaz Mu tali - 
bov has accused the Armenians 
of systematically expelling Azeris 
from the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

"Their aim is to create a 
Nagorno-Karabakh without 
Azeris or any other nationalities, 
just as they have created a mono- 
national country in Armenia,” 
Mr. Mutalibov told reporters 
Sunday night. 

He said 15,000 Azeris had been 
forced from Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Twenty Azeri villages had been 
destroyed or evacuated in the 
past three months, he said. 

“Azeris are only living in (the 
Karabakh town of) Shusha where 
we can only take them bread by 
helicopter — and the Armenians 
shoot down the helicopters,” he 
said. 

He said the second of two 
Azeri helicopters lost over the 
enclave since November had 
been shot down by a U.S.-made 
Stinger missile. TTic Armenians 
say the first helicopter crashed in 
fog and the second was carrying 
ammunition which exploded in , 
mid-air. 

He did not say how the Arme- 
nians had acquired the missile. 

Mr. Mutalibov, in Tehran for a 
summit meeting of the Economic 
Cooperation Organisation 
■(ECO) founded by Iran, Pakistan 
and Turkey, said Azerbaijan wel- 
comed the mediation of Iran or 
any other country interested in a 
peaceful solution for Nagorno- 
Karabakh. Fighting over the 
territory has killed more than 
1,000 people since 1988. 


week. 

The U.N. troops are intended 
to help establish a solid peace 
after almost eight months of con- 
flict between Croatian and Serb- 
led forces. More than 6,000 peo- 
ple have been killed since Croatia 
declared independence last June. 

Mr. Babic opposes plans to 
withdraw the Yugoslav army 
from Krajina and disarm local 
Serbs under the plan because be 
fears they would be left vulner- 
able. 

He said Sunday's vote at a 
breakaway session of Krajina’s 
parliament was illegal and vowed 
to ignore the rebels’ call to cancel 
a referendum on the U.N. peace 
plan due next weekend. 

“We cannot change any organs 
in Krajina at the moment,” Mr. 
Babic said by telephone from his 
mountain stronghold in Knin, 
capital of Krajina. 

He has said U.N. forces could 
face resistance in Krajina, which 
is south and east of the Croatian 
capital Zagreb. 

Diplomats say Dr. Ghali wants 
peace keepers deployed as soon 
as possible because fighting has 
increased in Croatia. 

One federal soldier was killed 
Sunday in a Croatian attack on an _ 
army convoy near Oltucani, 125 
kilometres east of Zagreb, the 
Belgrade-based Tanjug News 
Agency said. 

Croatian media said two peo- 
ple were killed in an artillery and 
mortar attack on Osijek in east 
Croatia late Saturday. 

The reports, which were not 
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independently confirmed, pushed 
the death toll for last week to at 
least 13. 

Serbian media carried no early 
reports of fighting Monday. 
Croatian media said 10 people 
were hurt in artillery fire around 
the Adriatic port of Zadar Sun- 
day. 

Many Yugoslavs say the U.N. 
plans is the last chance to end the 
conflict and fear it could spread 
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, a volatile 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


French far-right wins Nice election 

PARIS (R) — The far-right National Front topped the first ballot 
of a local election in Nice, beating the ruling Socialists into a 
humiliating fourth place and knocking them out of the run-off 
next week. National Front candidate Jacques Peyrat took 37.4 per 
cent of the vote in the Riviera dty, where only one third of the 
electorate bothered to vote. The vote was seen as a possible 
pointer to a trend in regional elections next month which could 
prove a debacle for President Francois Mitterrand's Socialist 
Party. It was the first election in Nice since former MayorJacques 
Mededn, living on the run from French justice in Uruguay, 
endorsed National Front leader Jean-Marie Lc Pen. The main- 
stream conservative UDF and RPR parties each took 15.8 per 
cent of the vote, while the Socialists won just 12.1 per cent. The 
UDF, which polled just 42 more votes than the RPR, will face the 
National Front in the run-off next Sunday. 

37 troops killed in Filipino ambush 

MARIHATAG, Philippines (R) — The Philippine army said 
Monday that suspected Communist rebels, believed led by a 
former priest, had killed 38 soldiers in an ambush after gouging 
out the eyes of some of them. Military spokesman Major Albert 
Mabaquiao said 21 soldiers were wounded and four officers were 
missing after the attack on a 100-strong patrol Sunday outside the 
town of Marihatag on the southern island of Mindanao. Maba- 
quiao said Communist rebels headed by ex-Roman Catholic priest 
Frank Navarro were suspected. He quoted survivors as saying 
some rebels gouged out the eyes of wounded troops before 
shooting them dead. 

Miyazawa aide faces more charges 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese prosecutors formally lodged new 
charges Monday against a dose aide to Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa, already under indictment for taking bribes in exchange 
for political favours, NHK television reported. Hie public 
network said Fumio Abe was charged with receiving 10 million 
yen ($80,000) from bankrupt developer Kyowa Company while 
serving as regional development minister. As is usual in Japan, 
the prosecutors refused to confirm or deny the report for the 
foreign press. The latest move in the so-called Kyowa scandal 
occurred as opposition parties boycotted the Diet (parliament) for 
the 13th day in an attempt to force full disdosure of the 
involvement of ruling party figures in illegal payoffs. Meanwhile, 
public attention was shifting to what promised to be an even 
bigger corruption scandal, the “Sagawa affair” linking big 
business, gangsters and politicians in which about 130 Diet 
members are alleged to have taken bribes. 

Rights groups, China clash on Tibet 

PEKING (R) — Human rights groups said Monday that China 
had imprisoned 360 Tibetans for political crimes since pro- 
independence riots in 1987, far more than China has officially 
admitted. Peking issued statements saying prison conditions in the 
remote Himalayan region were humane and good and that 
prisoners' rights were respected. The U.S. group Asia watch, in a 
joint report with the London-based Tibet Information Network, 
cited new lists from three prisons in the Tibetan capital, Lhasa, as 
saying 360 political prisoners bad been held since 1987. It said that 
340 of them were still in custody as of September last year. 
China's official New China News Agency, in several reports 
issued late Sunday and early Monday, said rights of prisoners 
were respected in the Tibet autonomous regional prison, which it 
said was the only prison in Tibet. The human rights groups said 
the 360 detentions — only part of Tibet’s political prisoner 
population — contrasted sharply with the Chinese government's 
total of 50 convictions for “counter-revolutionary activity" since 
1987. 

Writer George Macbeth dies 

LONDON (R) — Scottish-born poet and broadcaster George 
Mann Macbeth has died from pneumonia at his home in Ireland, 
his family said. Mr. Macbeth, 60, wrote poems devoted to love 
and war. His collections include The Colour Of Blood, Shrapnel 
and A War Quartet. He worked at the British Broadcasting 
Corporation for 20 years beginning in the 1960s, producing 
literary and poetry programmes. He left the BBC in 1976 to spend 
more time writing. He wrote several novels and children’s books 
and an autobiography, A Child Of The War. 

Novelist Angela Carter dies 

LONDON (R) — British novelist Angela Carter has died from 
cancer at her London home, her publishers said. Ms. Carter, 52, 
was married and had an eight-year old son. Her novels included 
The Magic Toyshop, which won the Jon Leweliyn Rhys Literature 
Prize in 1967, Several Perceptions, awarded the 1968 Somerset 
Maugham Award, and Nights Of The Circus. Her latest novel. 
Wise Children, was published last year. Ms. Carter also wrote 
screen and radio plays, short stories — including one made into 
the 1984 film The Company Of Wolves — and children’s books. 
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republic made up mainly of 
Sorbs. Croats and Muslims. 

Macedonia, Yugoslavia’s 
southern republic, wants to win 
international recognition as an 
independent state — already se- 
cured by Croatia and its neigh- 
bour Slovenia. 

European Community foreign 
ministers were due Monday to 
debate Macedonian independ- 
ence in Lisbon. Greece says it will 
oppose recognition. 


Moldovan 
opposition 
seeks 
unity with 
Romania 

KISHINYOV, Moldova (R) — 
Moldova's opposition Popular 
Front has elected former Prime 
Minister Mircea Drue as its new 
leader and mapped out a prog- 
ramme leading to union with 
neighbouring Romania. 

“We must become a real force 
to achieve onr ideal of reunifica- 
tion with our homeland, Roma- 
nia,” Mr. Drue said to the ap- 
plause pf 600 delegates at a con- 
gress of the Popular Front at 
Kishinyov’s Opera House Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Drue, a founding member 
of the Popular Front, was elected 
to replace the movement’s former 
president I one Rosea. His sup- 
porters packed the hafl decorated 
with Romanian national flags. 

Moldova, sandwiched between 
Romania and Ukraine, proc- 
laimed independence from Mos- 
cow last August and joined the 
new Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS) which emerged 
from the ashes of the Soviet 
Union two months ago. 


Baker, 
Yeltsin 
discuss 
nuclear 
arms cuts 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
Monday presented Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin with proposals 
to help Russia dismantle short- 
range nuclear weapons and find 
work for its nuclear scientists. 

At a Kremlin meeting, the two 
men also discussed the possibility 
of farther cats in their countries’ 
long-range nuclear arsenals, 
•according to Mr. Baker’s aides. 
President George Bush last 
month proposed cutting to 4,700 
warheads each. Mr. Yeltsin sug- 
gested 2,500. 

The former Soviet Union is 
estimated to have between 10,000 
and 12,000 long-range and 17,000 
short-range warheads. The Un- 
ited States has 12,000 long-range 
and 9,000 short-range warheads. 
Short range missiles can reach 
targets up to 600 miles (1,000 
kilometres) while long-range mis- 
siles can reach targets on another 
continent. 

Mr. Bush <fid not rule out further 
cuts when he met with Mr. Yelt- 
sin at the presidential retreat at 
Camp David, Maryland, earlier 
this month. But deeper cuts 
would affect the U.S. submarine 
nod ear force in which tire United 
States enjoys a distinct advan- 
tage. 

U.S. officials, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, indicated 
Sunday that an agreement might 
be reached between Mr. Baker 
and Mr. Yeltsin on one or more 
of these subjects, although they 
did not elaborate. 

On Friday, Mr. Baker met with 
30 senior scientists at Chely- 
abinsk 70, a top secret dty where 
nudear weapons are designed. 
He pledged the United States 
would help them overcome 
hardships. 

The United States, in consulta- 
tion with Germany and with Mr. 
Yeltsin, is considering setting up 
an international clearinghouse in 
Russia that would use U.S., Rus- 
sian and other experts to gather 
and review proposals for turning 
the nudear scientists’ military 
drill* to civilian use. 

The United States hopes thai 
the dismantling of the former 
Soviet Union’s tactical nuclear 
missile arsenal will employ many 
of the scientists who have lost 
their jobs. That could prevent 
them from being hired to hostile 
nations. 

U.S. experts have already be- 
gun teaching some of die scien- 
tists techniques for dismantiing 
the estimated 17,000 short-range 
nudear weapons that Russia is 
gathering from all the former 
republics and collecting on its 
territory. 

U.S. officials say the weapons 
will all be in Russia by July 1. 

They say the United States also 
is considering a plan to send 
special containers and secure rail 
cars to assist in safely transport- 
ing and storing the warheads. 


Burmese troops line up 
on Bangladesh border 

DHAKA (R) — Banna lined a day, now it is 3,200,*’ said 
more troops and heavy artillery Sham*erAh. 
along itstense western frontier Bangladesh 
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Dhaka of a and a new flood R™nngyas and ® 
of Burmese Muslim refugees, Pjign for more 
military sources said Monday. West. 

Burma had brought an extra The Geneva-b 


Rohingyas and stepped up a c am- 
pai gn for more help from the 
West. 

The Geneva-based United Na- 
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10,000 troops to the area, raising tions High 

the total to 85,000, an official of Uef annomced ? *** 

the Bangladesh Rifles in the bor- of $100,000 to the 100^500 

der town of Teknaf said. Rohins^wiio 

“They are stfll digging in," he Bangladesh over the p y week s. 

gay 3 Most of them face starvation 

Chinese and Czechoslovak- and disease in their n^eshift 
made 105mm field guns trained straw and bamboo-made hots 
on Bangladesh were also visible along the highway south of the 
in Maungdo and Duskkmg areas, resort town Cox s Bazar, 
be quoted an intelligence report “There are already good re- 
as saying. spouses from the West and the 

‘Thor preparation is definitely United Nations is already in the 
warlike but we don’t believe they picture," an official said. ^ 
will ever go for the real thing Foreign Minister A. S. Musta- 
becanse they know that they will fizur R ahman , who is now in 

lose lock, stock and band,” the Lomionaspartof his^t-nation 

official told Renters by tele- tour of Europe and the Middle 
phone. Bast, said he would brief govem- 

Foreign Ministry officials in ments on the refugees. 

Dhaka said they had no confinna- “The world mast understand 
lion of a fresh troop build-up but that this is something beyond the 
a relief official the daily meaiES of Bangladesh, one of the 
infinx of rcfogees/called Robing- world’s poorest countries and vio 
vas. barf almost doubled in a tim of floods, cyclones and other 
wee j E> natural hazards,” he told B&ng- 

“Previously the rate was 1,500 ladeshi journalists in London- 


4 suspected IRA gunmen 
shot dead in N. Ireland 


BELFAST (R) — British under- 
cover commandos shot four sus- 
pected Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) gunmen dead and wound- 
ed two others after abortive 
machinegun attack on a Northern 
Ireland police station Sunday. 

Security sources said the six- 
man “active service unit” was led 
by Kevin Barry O’Donnell, freed 
less than a year ago in London 
after being cleared of gun- 
running charges. He died in the 
fierce gun battle. 

Police said the six were fired on 
after launching an attack with an 
armour-piercing heavy 
machinegun on the police station 
in the Comity Tyrone to w n of 
Coalisland. 

The gunmen, who also used 
rifles, were fleeing the scene 
when caught in a trap set by 
undercover troops in the grounds 
of a nearby Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Security sources confirmed 
crack commandos from the Spe- 
cial Air Services (SAS) were 
involved in a major surveillance 
operation when they confronted 
the gunmen. 

Four gunmen were killed and 
two wounded in the shoot-out. 
Police said a soldier was also 
wounded in the gun battle. 

Flares lit up the night sky and 
soldiers opened fire with sus- 
tained bursts of gunfire, local 
people said. 

Mr. O'Donnel, 21, was 
arrested after a car chase through 
London in May 1990. Two 
Kalashnikov rifles were found in 
the car but he told police they 
were there without Ms knowledge 
or consent. 

He was cleared of gun-running 


charges but banned from the Brit- 
ish mainland. 

In May, 1987, eight IRA gun- 
men were shot dead in the village 
of Loughal when SAS comman- 
dos surprised them in an ambush. 
IRA activists acknowledge the 
SAS is tiieir most feared oppo- 
nent. 

The IRA is battling to oust 
Britain from Northern Ireland. 

The Sunday night shoot-out 
provoked republican claims that 
Britain had adopted “a shoot- to- 
kfll" policy toward nationalist- 
guerrillas. But Protestant de- 
puties praised the British security 
forces. 

"The removal of these terror- 
ists is long overdue. At least three 
of them are known to have in- 
flicted serious sufferi n g on the 
community,” said amorist deputy 
Ken Magmnis. 

But Francis Mofloy of the 
IRA's political wing Sinn Fein 
said: “Maximum 'force was used 
when these men could have been 
arrested. This looks like another 
case of shoot to kill.” 

The killings brought the death 
toQ in Northern Ireland to 30, the 
worst start to any year in the 
conflict since 1976. 

Britain sent in 600 extra troops 
last week to counter an upsurge 
in sectarian “tit-fbr-tit” killings 
and Prime Minister John Major 
called a special security s ummi t in 
London with Protestant and 
Catholic political leaders from 
the province. 

List mouth; an IRA bomb 
killed eight Protestant construc- 
tion workers near Coalislaud. 
Protestant extremists ntafiated by - 
shooting dead five gamblers in a 
Belfast betting shop. 


Tsongas now respected in U.S. presidential race 


GOFFSTOWN, New Hampshire 
(Agencies) — Paul Tsongas 
emerged euphoric rather than de- 
spondent after a verbal pounding 
by four opponents for the U.S. 
Democratic presidential nomina- 
tion. 

After months of dealing with 
him as a nice man to be treated 
kindly but not seriously since be 
could never get the nomination, 
the opponents finally took him 
seriously in the last debate before 
Tuesday’s key New Hampshire 
primary election. 

“We are not trying to gang up 
on you, Paul. We are not saying 
you are wrong all the time,” 
opponent Bob Kerrey said as all 
four of Mr. Tsongas's opponents 
bashed him on his support for 
nudear energy with the desperate 
vigour of men facing defeat. 

Mr. Tsongas, dearly, was over- 
joyed. 

“After being patted on the 
head so many times, I enjoyed 
being attacked... It beats being 
patronised," he told reporters af- 
ter the debate at St. Anselm's 
College. 

His opponents ganged up on 
him because he is poised to win in 
New Hampshire and emerge as 
the party’s front-runner. 

The small New England state 
of New Hampshire holds the first 
presidential primary of 1992 in 
which voters express their prefer- 
ence for their party’s nominee. 
And since 1952, no candidate has 
ever won the presidency without 
first talking New Hampshire. 

Earlier in the televised debate, 
Mr. Tsongas was running strong, 
smashing away at Republican 
President George Bush, trying to 
show voters watching that be 
could be tough and presidential. 

Paul Tsongas is a portrait of a 
politician who should not be get- 
ting anywhere, and the fact that 
he is going places is one of die 
few miracles — or perhaps mir- 


ages — of the 1992 campaign. 

He is bland, repetitive and to 
many party officials, an anti- 
candidate who they believe could 
never be elected. 

He has a tiny voice, a self- 
deprecating sense of humour and 
suffered a battle with cancer that 
nearly killed him. 

Some question whether he is 
even a Democrat in the tradition- 
al sense because be is strongly 
pro-business. 

Historian Arthur ScfalesmgerJr. 
says Mr. Tsongas is running in the 
wrong party and added in a 
speech Sunday: “Let no one 
doubt that a vote for Paul Tson- 
gas is a vote against what Frank- 
lin Roosevelt stood for, a vote 
against what Harry Traman stood 
for, what John F. Kennedy stood 
for.” 

Others say his star is rising 
because former Democratic 
front-runner Bill Clinton stum- 
bled amid allegations, which he 
has denied, that he committed 
adultery and tried to evade the 
draft during the Vietnam War. 

Asked if he was only ahead 
because of that, the decidedly 
uncharismatic Mr. Tsongas shook 
his head and said: “No. It’s be- 
cause of my programme and my 
charisma.”. 

He also jokes be is what the 
nation might not need — a 
second Greek American pres- 
idential candidate from the north- 
eastern state of Massachusetts. 

The first, Michael Dukakis, 
lost in 1988 to George Bush and 
many Democrats Warned the for- 
mer Massachusetts governor for 
running a sloppy, arrogant cam- 
paign. 

But friends say the two men are 
completely different and Mr. 
Tsongas would do what Mr. 
Dukakis did not do in 1988 — 
fight back. 

Meanwhile Mr. Bush was in 


the White House after two days 
of campaigning for thi* first-in- 
th e-nation primary against an un- 
expectedly strong assault from 
right-wing columnist Pat Bucha- 
nan in the state's Republican 
contest. 

Mr. Bush’s aides confidently 
predicted victory but refitted to 
give the expected winning mar- 
gin, ratting the prospect that Mr. 
Bush could win by a narrow 
margin and be politically humili- 
ated. 

“There’s no way we are in 
trouble. There is no evidence we 
are troubled Mae,” said Mr. 
Bush campaign manager Robert 
Te et er. 

The latest o pin io n poll pub- 
lished Monday showed Mr. Birih 
on 61 per cent to Mr. Buchanan’s 
31 per cent 

Mr. Buchanan has mounted a 
$1.7 million television advertising 
campaign accusing Mr. Bush of 
abaixknimg conservative causes 
and reversing the “read my tips, 
no new taxes” pledge of hfc 1988 
presidential campaign. 

The poll also showed Mr. 
Tsongas nwmtafnrng hi* Strong 
lead over Bill Clinton, with 40 per 
cent of the Democratic vote to 20 
per cent for the Aricansas gov- 
ernor. 

Hie survey had Iowa Senator 
Tom Harkm and Nebraska Sena- 
tor Bob Kerrey battling neck- 
and-neck for third spot with 10 
per cent each and former Califor- 
nia Governor Jerry Brown trafl- 
ing on seven per cent. 

New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo, who is not naming, has 
received six per cent as a write-in 
candidate — voters who do not 
find tiieir favoured candidate on 
the ballot slip can write that name 
in. 

Severn per cent of those sur- 
veyed were undecided. 

Mr. Cuomo expressed regret 


Sunday that he is not t unning for 
the Democratic presidential 
n om i n ation on the campaign trail 
in the New Hampshire primary 

“I regret Pm not able of .run 
and I regret that Pm not able to 
be with the people of New Hamp- 
shire right now,” Mr. Cuomo said 
in a telephone interview two days 
before the primary. 

It was the latest twist in Mr. 
Cuomo’s flirtation with the race 
for tiie Democratic presidential 
nomination. He ruled himself out 
as a candidate on Dec. 20 but 
since then has been unable to 
detach himself from the cam- 


As five major Democratic 
candidates campaigned in New 
Hampshire, a draft Cuomo Com- 
mittee, upset with the stature of 
the contenders, was urging voters 
there to write in his naww when 
they go to the polls Tuesday. 

Mr. Cuomo muintahK that 
New York’s budget problems are 
the reason he announced on Dec. 
20 that he would not be a candi- 


“If I had a budget, I would be 
in New Hampshire right now ” 
Mr. Cuomo said. “If I had ’a 
budget, I would be campaigning 
on die stump right now. I would 
be there from early morning to 
late at night if I find a budget” 

Mr. Cuomo said his first prior- 
ity is stilt to negotiate a budget by 
the state's April 1 deadline, a feat 
not accomplished in New York 
since 1984. 

“Unfortunately, I don’t have a 
budget, and that’s why Pm here 
and not there," he said. 

As to whether he’d job the 
presidential race late if New York 
reached a budget deal, Mr. 
Cuomo d ism issed tim question as 
speculation. 

“TU have an answer to that 

question when I get the budget if 

I get. the budget,” he sab ’ 


Japan gives Jagger 
satisfaction at last 

TOKYO (R) — British rock so- 
ger Mick Jagger was finally 
allowed into Japan Motxby after » 
spending a day in an airport boa} * 
because a 25 -ycar-aki drag coo. 
viction barred him fro® thecoon- 
try. The Justice Ministry gave the 
Rolling Stones lead singer special 
permission to visit for two weeks, 
d es cribing it as “an exceptional 
case.”. Jagger, 48, was halted on 
arrival at Tokyo’s Narita Airport 
Sunday night because be had 
once been convicted on a dregs 
charge. He was briefly jailed in . 
Britain in 1967 for possessing 
cannabis. He was allowed i&to 
the country in 1988 for some sdo 
concerts and then m 1990 to 
perform with the stones but only 
after the Justice Ministry granted 
turn special approval after seek- 
ing diplomatic advice from the 


the hair off his head, discarded 
his clothes and renounced his 
money to become a homeless 
ascetic. Fulfilling a 2,500-year-old 
tradition of the Jab refigjon,^ 
Sulckh Chand Jab vowed to live 
a contemplative life, eat no more 
food per day than can fit ra the 
p alm of his hand, and leave tus 
wife and five children forever. 
United News of India reported. 
“Every day I told lies to get rich. 
And then came a point when 1 
realised that I had (kmc every- 
thing possible for myself in this 
life — but nothing for the next," 
he said. Mr. Jab, 60, abandoned 
his worldly goods before 10,000 
witnesses at the cHmar of a two- 
day ceremony that began with i 
ride through the street in a horse- 
drawn chariot, the news agency 
said. Wearing a turban and fine 
clothes, Mr. Jam was preceded ra 
the procession by elephants, 
camels and a marchbg band. Mr. 
Jam bequeathed his wealth tolas 
family. Others who underwent 
similar religious awakenings gave J 
their assets to charity or threw 
away their money and jewels in 
the street. 

Police poised for 
raid on sex camp 
in Philippines 

DIPOLOG, Philippines (R) — 
Police have taken into custody 
two women who escaped from a 
gang that kidnaps young women 
for sex slavery to the southern - 
Philippines, police said Sunday. 
Dipolog Police Chief Aqmjtao 
Garate said his men were cocsxfi- 
nating with higher authorities oa 
a planned raid of the bandits’ 
hideout b the hinterlands of . 
Madamba town, I-anyp Del Sof 
Province, 820 kilometres south of 
Manila. 

Mother Teresa’s 
nuns welcome 
Princess Diana 

CALCUTTA, India (R) — * 
Mother Teresa’s nuns welcomed 
Britain's Princess Diana into 
someof the world’s poorest shuns 
^atmxiay despite worries about 
the health of the 81 -year-old mo- 
sionary. Mother Teresa bad to 

cancel plans to give the princess "a 

personal introduction to her 
homes for abandoned children 
and the dying b Calcutta when 
dQ&ots ordered her to remain 
under medical care at the Vq^* 
ran, nuns said. She had gone-to 
. an ^ after treatment b Califor- - 
n»a for heart problems, compfr 
“2 1 b y Pneumonia. A Rome 
^teswomaa for her Missies 
>es Of Charity dismissed tfcfoas 

SLE- nuns that - . 

Mother Teresa, fitted with * 
Pqgrcafer m 1989, might have _ 
suffered a third heart attack. “No. ? 
no, she wasa bit tired, that’s all," - 
™ e . spokeswoman said. 1 *Sbe’s 
2?™.g rat." I,* 

>8 a ax-day vi&t t Q 
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